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TO THE HIGHER AND LITERABY CLASSES 
Ot SOCIETY. 



When the noble and the learned author 
of the <£dipu8 Judaicus determined to 
con6ne his wonderful discovery of the real 
senBe of the Hebrew Scriptures, no longer 
to the walls of his study, and the circle of 
his friends ; he' made his appeal to you. 
Gentlemen, as the proper tribunal to decide 
on its merit, and pretensions. Among you 
' his book has been extensively circulated. 
it is purchased with eagerness, when 
accidentally exposed to sale : it still ex- 
cites among -yon, great attention, and gives 
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rise to frequent conversation. Under these 
circumstances, I have been much surprised 
that none of its numerous admirers have 
applied the principles of reasoning adopted 
by Sir William Dnimmond to the elucida^ 
tion of other Histories, than those in the 
Old Testament. Seven years have elapsed 
since it was first submitted to your appro- 
bation, yet its author has never been con- 
gratulated by any of his friends, or followers. 
Entertaining, as I do, an equal respect for 
his candor, his courage, his moderation, 
his ingenuity, and the useful object to 
which he has devoted bis time, his talents, 
and his learning ; I trust he will permit me 
to assure him, that I consider his disco- 
veries too valuable and meritorious to be 
reserved only for the literary world. The 
public in general always have been, and 
ever will be interested in the opioions of 
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their superiors; and I wish therefore to 
gratify their curiositj, and enlarge the 
peculiar fame of. Sir William Druintnond« 
bj proving to theoi, on his principles. You 
being my Judges, that thej have as much 
misapprehended the sense of History, as 
that of Scripture; and that there is equal 
reason to beUeve the twelve Caesars to be the 
twelve Signs of the Zodiac, as that the nar- 
ratives of the Hebrew Scriptures are a col- 
lection of astronomical emblems. 

It has repeatedly been made a sub- 
ject of applause, that our countrymen 
have ever shown themselves averse to 
new plans, new systems, and new the- 
ories, whether in politics or religion. 
Sir William Drummond, therefore, must 
be content on .this account to observe the 
very slow progress which his novel and 
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astcmishing mode of interpreting the 
Scripture has hitherto made among tiie 
learned and thinking classes of Society ; 
w the bumble admirer of his mighty project, 
I too am prepared to meet with a similar 
reception. When tbe Christian and pbHo- 
tophical world can be convinced that tbe 
&^ books of scripture, instead of pi^sent- - 
ing us with a history of real persons and 
events, contain only an allegorical represen- 
tation of the progress of aatronomy, and 
the reform of the calendar : that the three 
bandred and eighteen servants of ^l»^ham» 
are so many days ; that ihe red sea is the 
concave hemisphere ; and that when themen 
of Ai, smote of tbe Israelites ux and thirty 
men, and chased th^n firom the Gate 
even uHto Shebarim, th6y were in peality 
tbe mea of the cal^tdar who smote thirty- 
six. amouatiDg to the decana, the divistoas 
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of'tbe-Zs^e, aod of the year, and chased 
thain evta to fimctiaas i and tbe reason of 
thsic orerthroir was, tliBt tbe men of th« 
osieadar, afofsiaid, took of the accuiwd 
thing; that is, of the symbois of the lanar 
year— WBen the tmly cnli^teoed and un- 
pngudioed reader is con^aeed of these 
tilings, then, and not till then, will be be 
penuaded that the tvtiiyfi Ccesars a4so are 
theiMlre Sigasof the Zodiac i that Cains 
Jaliiii C«$ar » the ram, Qod that the pas- 
sage «f die RubiooB is merely typical of 
tlieSun'ictittiagthe Equator) with many 
otfaar- most cingular and tBrpritHig dis^ 
aoT«ries. 

Whatever impression we may succeed 
in making on the more {^ilosophioal part of 
llie community, I modi fear we shall 6ni 
but fe# conreccs Ui our tve Cniversitiie, 
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Kntrencfaed behind the auUiorities of ^uch 
men as Hooker, Barrow, Taylor^ Addison, 
Bull, Pearson, Horsley, and others, tiieir 
members appeal totbe ponderous volumes 
of these " matter-of-fact interpretefs," and 
shut their- eyes to the discoveries of Sir 
WiJIiam Drummond. Even Hume and 
Gibbon illumined them in vain. Slow to 
innovate, and suspicious of novelties, they 
still maintain their inveterate pr^udices, 
and educate the youth of our country ia 
the long-established faith of their &thers. 
They- shrink from the meteoric brilliance of 
our S3r8tem, and -term &eir adherence to 
our ancient, and not yet exploded iaith, 
"sound l^rning, and religious eddcation." 
The obstinate members of our Universities 
must be left to their proverbial attachment 
to an exclusive creed: I appeal only to 
those who have been already initiated in 
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tiie mysteries of Sir WiUiam Drum- 
mond. 

Sir William has invented a new mode of 
eliciting that Truth, which is the common 
object of all who are not contented to 
think with the vulgar. Instead of looking 
for moral arguments, and metaphysical 
subtleties, he traces the goddess through 
all the living and dead languages, till he 
discovers her in the recesses of words, in 
the.consonants of a radical, or in the rem- 
nant of a zodiac. " Truth," says Milton^ 
"once came into the world, with her di- 
vine Master, and was a perfect shape, 
most glorious to look upon : but when He 
ascended, and his apostles after him were 
laid asleep, there strait arose a wicked race 
of deceivers, who, (as the story goes of the 
Egyptian Typhon, with his companions. 
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how ^ey ^eiAt with the god Osyris,) toek 
the virgin Truth, hewed her lovely form 
into a thousand pieces, and scattered them 
to the four windp. Frp^ tliat time to the 
pres«»ti the sad ^eods of Truth, euch as 
d«r9t,^pear* imitatiog Ithe careful search 
thai fois made, for the noaogled body of 
C^yris, iv«P!t up and dowo, g»lheria^ them 
vp \mb by Utob. still, w they could find 
th^io/' In ibis seavcb, lighted ^ the lamp 
of hb n»8Qii, ftod «aamoured of the de- 
soiption of the jcharms of Truth, Sir '^iU 
Usm b«s en^ged. He has vrandered after 
her through the dark tornen of the East : 
be fans explored the reoeeses uf idolatry, 
and the gloomy caverns of infidelity : he 
has acquired the knguages, and roved 
through the desolate w ildemesses of distant 
riiatiaas, to recover her vanished graces, 
and ta gaae on her fo^ottea beau^< 
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After all this I^x>r be has presented us with 
the full length pOTtrait of tibe virgin. Never 
has the attention of mankind been directed 
to a worthier object. Enrobed in the 
emblems of astronomj, atid covered with 
the figures of the consteUations, she appears 
to complete the perfectibility of human 
nature. Commanding as to desert the altai 
of revelation, to kneel at that of Teasoii 
and liberality, she potato to the Persiaa 
sphere, the Indian zodiac, and the Egyptian 
hieroglyphic, as the sacred substitute of the 
Christian Scriptures. Such are the disco- 
veries of ilf»rmng! Such the result af the 
research^ of Sir Wilfiaiiii DrumaioiHi) 
Who will oot bow at thisjaltn-? Who wilK 
not worship this golden inagef Who is net 
ready to forsake the apoetltts a»d ttie .pro- 
phet, and exclaim with ok at the «brine 
of liusioagkirt: truth, ^tHtai holy.laghtt'' 
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You will no longer be surprised, gentle- 
men, that I should find materials to demon- 
strate my theory, when I act on Sir William 
Drummoiid's plans. I search only for 
similar arguments to those in the CEdipus 
Judaicus, and I may therefore con6dentiy 
ask. If one hypothesis be worthy of public 
iavor, why should not the other ? Each has 
the same sort of objections to overcome^ 
and each may be supported on. the same 
description of authority. Sir WiUiaiB 
Drummond has nothing to contend against, 
but facts, and history, and chronology, and 
festivals in celebration of facts, the uniform 
concurrent testimony of all ages, and na- 
tions, and. the dictates of common sense : 
to these he very eflFectually opposes etymo- 
logy, hypothesis, and fable. When I would 
shew that Caesar is Aries, and Augustus 
Taurus, I am sensible the same difficultiea 
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most oppose themselves ; and had I not 
sudb an example of patient courage and 
perseverance as that before me, I confess 
I should shrink under the attempt. But I 
. kneel with the ingenious Sir William at the 
"' altar of truth and nature, of which the 
basis is established by reason/' ■ 

Facts indeed have never been considered 
of sufficient authority, to enforce convic- 
tion among the objectors to Christianity, 
how then can they be expected to compel 
our iaith in History. Calculations have been 
made to ascertain the period which may 
elapse before any authenticated &ct will 
become incredible. We have more reason 
to believe in the battle of Waterloo, than in 
that of Blenheim; and we have stronger 

' PrefiKC, pq^ n. 
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reasoDs for crediting the rictw; of Blen- 
heim, than that at Marathon. In projiur* 
tion to the distance of an event, ought 
to be our belief in its troth ; and we may 
therefore anticipate the faapp^i period 
when these battles shall be all proved astro- 
nomical emblems. The time may come, 
when William the Conqueror, as well as 
Caleb the brother of Joshua, may be de- 
monstrated to be Sirius ; and the evidence 
may foe found by comparing the names of 
' bi4 oohipanions, the supposed ancestors of 
our noble fiimllia, with the names of the 
GOnMellations round the dog-star. 

The proposition, the truth of which I 
am anxious to establish, is nearly the same 
as that of Sir William Drummond : to 
quote his own words, " I pretend, that the 
antient Jews, like the other natipns of anti- 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



16 

qnitjT) had tfaeif esoMric, Mid tbeir eMtetic 
doetriftes." That is, tbe antieat J««s 
disguised the history of th« prdgreM sf 
astrbnoii); and the rerorm of the caleiidar, 
trader the fsil bt siaiple aarration, and 
apparent matter of fact, and tbe mystery 
has never been solved till the present day. 
The aigilttieNta on vhich this hypothesis is 
supported, are derived iVoin etymology, 
coincidence, and tradition. 

T pretend that the Roman historians, 
TaCituSt Suetdnius) ka,, hkd their esoteric, 
and exoterio doetrihes : they Kre enlg- 
dwtical tvriters, aad eeneealed certain tratfas 
frem the vulgar under the disguise Of & 
tw»t cutadid, and impgnial statement of 
fttttt. These truths, eontequently, like the 
etdterie daetfHes of the Jews, am gene- 
rtdly uakttoivit kmohg their deiicehdaats ; 
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like these too, tbey do not evea seem to 
have been understood at the time they were 
written; a ckcurostance which adds const- 
derably to our merit, in discovering their 
meaning at present. My arguments are 
likewise deduced fnwn etymology, coinci- 
dence, and tradition ; and I trust by their 
assistance " to explain the hidden sense of 
many passages/' in the Roman historians. 

The task I have assigned myself, with all 
its difficulties, is of much easier execution 
than that of my learned predecessor. The 
institutions of the Mosaic law, seem in- 
tended for the express purpose of utterly 
aboUshing the difference between all eso- 
teric and exoteric doctrines. Wherever 
this' difference existed, superstition, idolatry, 
and priestcraft uniformly prevailed. The 
laws of Moses, like the laws of the holy 
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Jesus, wore intended for the collective 
body of the people. The code which united 
them was publicly promulgated : one part 
of that code was, that they should study 
their Scriptures ; and we well know that 
they made transcripts of their laws, and 
preserved the pedigree of their fathers, and 
the histories of their ancestors with such 
jealous and scrupulous attention, na to prfr> 
elude the possibility of emblems, or fables 
insinuating themselves into the sacred text 
'^hen the Pentateuch was written, the Jews 
had many more convincing reasous to 
believe that Abraham wad the twelve 
Patriarchs were real characters, than we 
have to believe that King John signed the 
M^na Charta. Sir William Drummond'b 
merit therefore is ezceolingly great, that 
in spite of such deterring difficultiea he hta 
been able to furnish arguments to support 
(Edip. B 
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bis hypothesis, that these were astroQo- 
niical emblems : but how unlimited must 
be his merit, in having shown Joshua to be 
an astronomical emblem, as well as a war- 
rior and a sage ! Joshua, we know, enforced 
the law of Moses, whom he succeeded : 
the division of the land of Canaan was 
completed under the auspices of this chief, 
and judge of Israel ; and the real existence 
of Joshua appears to vulgar apprehensions 
to be as much identified with the Holy Land 
itself, (unless that too be the Great Bear, or 
the Milky Way,) as tiie real existence of 
Alfred is identified with the original division 
of England into counties. Compared with 
this effort, my task is indeed light. The 
Romans were by, no means so careful of 
their records ; and errors, and emblems of 
all kinds could have more easily obtaihed 
admission into thdr chronicles. The people 



n,gti7cd ay Google 



19 

were never directed to preserve their record* 
with care; to transcribe and study them^ 
lliey paid no reverence to the very letter 
of their credited annals ; and' from the con^ 
sequent negligence of all classes, the' astro- 
nomical -types and emblems, which those 
obscure and mystical authors Tacitus> 
Suetonius, and othe^, have concealed under 
the mask of plain matter of fact, are not 
understood by the descendants; of the 
Romans ; tiiough they are easily deeyphered 
by those who will attend with unprejudiced, 
and candid minds, to the calm voice of 
nature and truth, of philosophy aiid 
reason. 

I shall now submit to your approbation 
some rules of etymology, derived from the 
authority of Sir William Drummoiid, and 
many others. 
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From the evidence of an inaumemUe 
colIect3<m of writers, I may. here assume ■as 
a prdiminary, that the whole earth was 
ori^nally of one language', all languages 
are derived from ode source, and, however 
they may now di£^ it w probable we shall 
find in each, many radicals, and words, 
which are to be traced to the original stock.' 
JUymology is the art of. discovering these 
words ; by stripping off thdr sinecure ap- 
pfflidages of mood, tense, number^ person, 
grader, digamma, affix, prefix, intensitive,' 
andaocent. Etymology can change, derive, 
add, or subtract syllables. Like a suit of 
chain armor, it bends at pleasure over every 
'■ part of an hypothesis ; and defends a new 
system, by guarding against the intrusion 
pf all tb0 d^rts and arrows of facts and 

- ■ Vide, among others, Faber'a Origin pf Pagan Idolatry, 
on this aubject. - ' 
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tiutarj.; while the wfaole body moves easily 
beneath its impenetrable strength. Its 
only disadvantage is, that if the links are 
once broken through,, the most illastrious 
theory whieh depends on its protection* 
becomes at once utterly powerless and 
defenceless: and is suffocated in its own 
discoveries. Like all usefal auxiliariefl, it 
must be subjected to discipline ; and the 
few following rules have been oonsidered o^ 
ioaportance. 

All words of more Uiao one syllable aoay 
be reduced- to a monosyllable; because all 
language, as we daily see in infantsi war at 
fir^ monosyllabic 

All be^nnings and endings of words may 
oonssquea^y be r^eoted bA pleasure, till 
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three letters, or if necessary^ only two let- 
ters remain. 

Vowels may be added- or rejected. Con- 
sonantfi only form the roots of words. 

When the radicals are discovered, the 
wOrd of which they are composed may be 
read either backwards,, or forwards, as may 
be found convenient. : Thus Cuscha is the 
same as Cacus : Ain*ait, as Ait-ain ; Ees- 
ain, as Hanes; with many others, for which 
I refer to Mr. Bryant. 

Should one consonant . only remain, 
vowels may be added either. befdre, or, after 
it, as the sound may appear to require. 

. Should two consonants, remam, vowds 
may be inserted. ^ 
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Labials may be changed into labials, and 
dentals into detatals. ; 

, All ha»b sounds may be reduced to 
those more agreeabtej by substituting a 
digamma, or changing gutturals into f, ph, 
.y, or b. 

, ' Words which may have any affinity with 
Egyptian, Hebrew, Chaldee,.or other orien- 
tal languages, are never to be referred to a 
Greek root 

■'-' ■ ■ / 

This latter rule, is particularly applicaljle 
to Xatin words, for the Romans 'were 
not merely a colony from Greece con- 
ducted by ^neas; as the traditions 
assert; .they were part of the great 
femily of the Guthim ; and we may 
justly expect. to find much of the primeval 
l&nguage among them. As there is nv 
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regular alphabet, OT dictionary of this lan- 
guage, we must drag the roots of the most . 
obstinate words from the first oriental 
dialect in which Uiey hare taken shelter, 
and bring thera out to be stripped or clothed 
aa they are wanted. ^dieHelM«wcontain» 
the roots of nearly all the oriental dialects^; 
and as the best Hebrew scholars have 
dlBiived words in every language of Europe, 
and the world, from Hebrew, I consider it» 
authority in all etytnologioal cases as 
decisive. Though I cannot prove it to 
have been the primitive language, I believe 
k to contain more of the words originally 
spoken by mankind than any other; and .1 
therefore appeal to it witiiout reluctance. 

Such are the rales of that etymology^ 
which 'io many i^tances has been ' the. 
auoceMful atixilitfy. oi Sii William Drtia^ 
OMnd, and flx>m the anaistaiicc of whicfa I 



" n,g -ccT'GoOglc. 



hope" my owti sjstetn will receive equal 
support. I DOW proceed to tbe consideia-* 
tion of my liypothesis; merely premismg* 
^t JD the rery lame sense in wbidi Sir 
William^ to^ashia own words^ trnderstands 
" those parts of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
which are usually called historical, to be 
partly allegorical and partly historical,'' 
do I likewise receive and understand the 
Roman Historians. The most strange, and 
almost unaccountable circumstance is this : 
that the very coincidences which identify 
the Patriarchs with the twelve Signs of the 
Zodiac, identify the Csesars with tbem 
also: a' circumstance indeed so very surpri- 
sing, that if I had time to prosecute the 
inquiry, ' I might prove, that as things 
which are equal to the same, are equal to 
. one another, the Patriarchs we the Cesars, 
and the Csesars the sons of Jacob, because 
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they are both synonymous with the 
Zodiac. I fear, however, this '* decision 
would more embroil the fray ;" and I shall 
not therefore permit it to detain me longer 
from entering upon my. disquisition. 
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I. Caius Julius Ccesar — Gad — Aries. 



Though Sir William DrummoDd's pro- 
fessed object is to prove only that the 
standards of the twelve tribes were taken 
from the Zodiacal signs, ** he keeps the word 
of promise to the ear, and breaks it to the 
faith :" his arguments undoubtedly identify 
the Patriarchs themselves, with these signs. 

Gad is shown to be Aries from his name, 
from' the traditions, and froca two expres- 
sions in Scripture, GeH. xlix, 1% and 
Deut. xxxiii, 21. . 

Gad originally signified a troop. "The 
sign Aries is called Princeps Zodiaci, 
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Ductor Ehcereitus, Dux Gregis, Piinceps 
SignormB," &c.' " Aries is the symbol of 
the Sun, who, after having descended to, 
and returned from the lower hemisphere, 
contends for his place in the upper hemi- 
spheie ^ and the ancients accordingly repre- 
sent hisa as struggling against the constella- 
tions'; irhich they typified by a ram butting 
with hiB> horns." He was, as it w^re, the 
troop; and Gad was a troop; therefore 
Gad was Aries. 

Similar^ arguments prove the identity of 
Cebskf with Aries. The name Csssar (says 
Zueriin in ' his notes to Suetonius) is 
derived from the Arabic * Casara, fcahgere,' 
to make war against, to conquer, to fight, 
as the- Ram fights with the Constellations. 
I might 8^, GtesaJr coutended for his place, 

* CBdipui Juduciu, p^e 30. 
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cmd thie Kam contends for his place, there- 
foreCeesar is the Ram ; but I do not rest 
00 tbis argumoit : I ' am most anxious to 
show, that I place no dependence on any - 
bnnatuTal derivation, or forced coinciden* 
ces. I shall tberefore consider the evidence 
that Cfesar was Aries, from his whole name 
taken together ; and the identity will then 
appear, even ftom this 6rst proof, incontro- 
vertible. 

. '* Caius Julius Ceesar was the son of 
Lucitu and AureKa." These words proper- 
ly understood, afford the most decisive 
proof, that the first historical Emperor of 
Rome was the sign of the Ram. 

We are informed by the late venerable, 
abd learned Jacob Bryant, in his catalogue 
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of the radicals of the Ammonian language* 
that the words Lux, Luceo, Lucidus, &c, 
are all derived from Avxag or El Uc, one of 
the names of the Sun. Lucius is evidently 
derived from Lux, and originally referred 
to the Solar Deity, the universal object of 
idolatrous worship. 

Aurelia is derived from AarnwLight, and 
El, the Sun. The word Aurelia signifies 
butterfly, which is well known to be the 
emblem, not only of the soul, leaving the 
body, but of the Sun. breaking from the 
dreariness of winter, and .renewing, the .Ufe 
and beauty of nature in the spring. \What 
then can be the offspring of Lucius,' and 
Aurelia; or the offspringof the great Sun, at 
the period when it emerges from, the domi- 
nion of winter, but Csesar, the sign Aries? 
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Consider the radicals of the name itself, 
and all doubt on the question vanishes. 
Caius Julius Caesar; — x^i Caia, Caias, or 
Caius, is the origioal word for a cavern, or 
house, in the primeval Cuthite, half Hebrew, 
half Sanscrit, or Ammonian language. 
These radicals do oot,~ however, says Mr. 
Bryant, (vol. 1. p. 112, 113.) relate merely 
to a cavern, but to temples founded near 
spch places. Thus Caieta in Italy, X«h]ti], 
was so derived ; and many other instances 
are collected, for air which I refer to bis 
Analysis of Ahtient Mythology. I : have 
many reasons for supposing^ that the word 
was not only applied to express the temples 
of the Gods, but the houses, or mansi(His, 
which the sighs of the Zodiac occupy in the 
Heavens : we read of the mansions of the 
moon ; and .^chylus calls the sky, the 
temple, orCaias, of the Sun. 
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Julius, is evideDtly a corrnption of ^iXuf, 
the Sun: both are derived fit)m the same 
useful radical, A) or £1 ; and accordibg to 
the rules of etymology, the vowels which 
precede, or follow a common 'radical, are 
changeable at pleasure. 

Csesar is properly written Seun^ Kaisar; 
that is, Cai a mansion, and Sar, which is a 
tenn uniformly denoting any thing eminent, 
honorable, splendid, or superior. Thus the 
princely pe(^le of Tyre and Sidon, were 
called S^rim (Isa. xxiii, 8,) The name Sarah, 
a Lady or Princess, was given to the. wife 
of Abraham. So we have^ Serapis ; Sar- 
chon ; Sarabetba ; Sardis or Sarades ; Sa- 
ron, Saronides, and many others, (vid« 
Bryant). The word Sar is here used in 
c<Knposition, to signify that numsion of 



nigti^cd'-jvGoOglc 



t^ SaHi or tba% si^ in the Zodiac which 
is <^ %9t, or tno^ entittietit. 

Tfie whde name Caius Julius Cee^ar tberi 
may be interpreted thus ; The hottse, of the 
8uhy thej^& home. It Contains a plain and 
dJmit>Ie de^tit^pfioh of thfe srittiation of the 
sign Aries. Oaes«r, like the Patriarch Gad, 
beeomes identified vith the vern^ ^tirnox, 
tiid the Kartn, the leader of the year. He 
iii tb* cbiaqtiiering dhild of tiicius and 
Atirdta, tbat is crf'the Sun birbs^f, add the 
divided Zodiac ; typilfied by the bttttetfly 
breaking Uroiu the ^soA c^ the ^iateri 
^rto the liberty aitd loveliness of Spring. 

Such is the inferdfice dedtidible frofn "the 
name <^ the first Roman Emperor. If the 
m«Vfra{>pell&tion Gad, pYbves tbepiatriaTcb 
to bave %Mea Aiicte ; wwsk m<xe6 uta^ivb- 

CEdip, . C 
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cally does the appellation Caius Julius 
Caesar, son of Ludas.and Aurelia, identify 
the first Roman Emperor with the same 
sign. 

" Gad a troop shall overcome him; but 
he shall ov^come at the last." This 
passage is quoted as the next argument of 
Sir William, to prove that Gad was Aries, 
** Aries (p. 30.) seems to be the symbol of 
the Sun, who, after having descended to, 
and returned from the lower hemisphere, 
contends for his place in the upper." The 
troop therefore that ^all overcome Gad, is 
the body of the constellations, and '*he 
shall overcome at the last," signifies, It 
sh^l resume its place in the heavens. 

This and the other passage of Scripture, 
by which Sir Williaai Driimmond would 
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' prove the identity of Gad with Aries, will 
&Pplj with equal propriety to the first Cae- 
sari for ho^ exactly and appropriately does 
the expression ^*a troop shall overcome 
him* but he shall overcoffle at the last/ 
appl^ to severaVteoiiarkable incidents in 
the life of 'Ctesar. Ife was nearly over- 
come by S^la, who wished to put hiin to 
death. He was once on the poiiat of being 
defeated in Gaul, as we read in his Com- 
medtaries; He wais iu the utmost danger 
wIkii repulsed in the attack on Pompey's 
Camp, some' time previous to the bftttle>of 
Phaisalia; yet he overcame all at tbe'last : 
add I much suspect, but it would require 
too much titne to prove the position* thataU 
these circumstauoes refer to one event, typi- 
f;yiDg the conquests of this celebrated sign, 

" G^d had provided the first part for 
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bioiself, because there, in a portion of the 
lawgiver was fae seated." ' From this text 
Sir William deduces anodier ar^tnent that 
Gad was Alies : I sball not however stop 
to discuss this text, «6 the words seem, even 
9A first sight, etiually applicaUe to Jtiliut 
Cssar. " The Brst part," has evidently ab 
allusion to his place in the Zodiac, typified 
by bis seizing the supreme power. ** Thb 
portion Of the lawgiver" is that part of tbe 
Sun's dominion which the Bam oocupied ; 
aad is shadowed out by the Roman histo 
rians luKler the idea, that Geesar deprived 
the Sehate, the great lawgiver of Rome, of 
ifaetr chief power. Sik- WUliam confirms bis 
iwaairks by obeernag, " in die Fersiaa 
«pbere, a young man is here represeotcid 
aittang on a tbr(»ie." Similar proof is to bt 
found in the mysterious Suetoniust in his 

* Deut. axxiii, SI. 
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' account of the preaeatataon g£ the diadtoi 
hy Aaton^i {\ 7d<); ^nd ve even fiad t^ 
eveut commemorated in our comm<m achodl 
books, where Ccesar is uniformly repr&; 
s^ted as seated on a throne^ oo- curule 
chair. 

Id the admirable diaaertatioB fm the book 
of Joshua, my l^rjjed gpide has^ sh^wn 
that the Caqaanites, the Hittites, the Hi- 
i4te^.the:Penassit@, thi? GijFga8lute»,:theAm- 
onutes,ai»l the Jebusites, were not " scin?«Q^ 
di&^et natkHis,"' -vgko w^re cooquer^ 
and driven from their c^gu«try>ojre3^^rpate4 
by the Israelites ; but that they were dif- 
^rent sects, of Tsab^to». aod '* tt^ exter- 
nwation va» apserted not of -tho pe(^l9» 
krat of their idolatrons systems-"* I&*p^o^6 
are dmved ftom the respoctiv^^ naOKA of 
these supposed natioDs. 

* CEdipv Jndaitw^^ SOi^aoc. * J^. p. 9QS. 
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The Canaanites are so called from 
IQT ta. or or p. they were the establishers of 
the time. 

The Hittites from rrt> they worshipped 
the solar fire. 

' ,The Hirites from K*in> they were Ophites; 
worshippers of the serpent. 

The Perizzites, whose name' was derived 
from a word ne'p'er yet understood by Uie 
interpreters, from n> with: the Egyptian 
prefix & were the Cabbalists. 

The Girgashites from VTQ, the meaning 
of which Sir William does not comprehend ; 
and therefore doubts the existence of this 
people altogether. 

'The Amohtes vere worshippers of the 
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branches^ or heavenly-host, and theJebtu 
sites worshipped JHCrSf or /ids Busta, of 
Bubastis, the moon.* In all these instances 
the fonner received 'meaning is set aside^ 
and an astronomical signification disco- 
vered, more suitable to the hypothesis. 
Let us apply the same mode of reasoniog 
to the ocploits of Caesar, and you will then, 
Gentlemen, I am persuaded, begin to com- 
prehend the esoteric doctrines of the Roman 
Historians. 

Cssar was a celebrated Astronomer. One 
of our months is named from him, and he 
was the first who inserted his name in the 
calendar. He reformed that calendar ; and 
I shall now prove that hQ endeavored to 
introduce his alterations among the sur- 
rounding Tsabaists. All his wars, so fan- 

' CEdipufl Judakus, pp. 204 to 306. 
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dfully related by the writers (wbom^ ivfc 
axe accustomed to t^elieve, " wfa^ reason 
proposes no doubts, and whom we are 3^ 
dpoi dispoa^ to question as ipeo, becauiie 
vfi have been taught to credit them when 
we were children " ') are allegorical repre^- 
flotations of bii efforts to, QHertbrQir the 
absurdities of a bad almanac. 

It may appear ioconsistent, that while i( 
am endeavoring to prove the first £4inperor 
of Rome an astronomical emblem, I should 
tbu» unequivocally, repileseot bim, as a 
bonS,i&de, human, beio^ li beg tp a^uTo 
the critic wboojay mal^e tbia v*ny natural 
remark, tbafc.be ha? not; tboro«ghly app»» 
beadfid tibfi »Qopct a^ spirit of the CEdipui 

' CE^pus Ju#i(;g9, ?rf face, p, ift, i«f«ninKtfit^ QU 
Testameat. 
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Judaicuft. Tbe characters now uq^er dis- 
cwsion are " partly allegorical and. parOj 
historical." Josbna is a warrior, and th« 
Suft: the twelve patriarchs are ni^, and 
UODStellations ; so Juliua Cteaar is an Asteo* 
pomer, and the first' sign of the Zodiac. 

Caesar we read, conqnered the Gaubi 
the BfiitoDs, the G^euaans, the Spaniard^ 
the Romans, the Egyptsaos, and thep«epl» 
of Pontes. Thiese qamjsa will indudsk >CI 
laiataike not, n$arl; all his cQn(|a«9ts, "Sbf 
subject is, too, ext«MiKe to: allow ju« to entur 
idSo the dstoij. 1 9bB|li bri*fly prpxe whxf 
tbs benevqlsati ceadsr will rgeice ta hear, 
tbat lih«Hei peopIS; weie mt wnqwrsd and 
mundei^; by, Ceetar : ios iaTasion was. at i 
anchi less appalling nature, beiof^eapfiaad 
to the peaceaUe aUnatie* Of 4te. alna^ 
nacs of the poor ignorant Tsabaists. 
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Gaul, or Gallia. The word is derived 
from ^3. the revolving sphere, or heavens, 
and Ai, which in the old Ammonian Ian- 
guage always signified a district ; faen<% it 
was added to, the names of places; hence 
too, as Bryant observes, (vol. i. p. 90.) so 
many places are erroneously supposed to 
have a plural termination, as Atbenai, 
Patrai, Amyclai. Sometimes, as in the 
present instance, it is made short, as in 
^thiopi^ Oropia, &c. &c. The word 
Gallia therefore, signifies the district wh^« 
the Heavens were worshipped. Much op> 
position, as is typically related in the 
commentaries imputed to Ctesar, was made 
to the introducti(Hi of the reformed Ca- 
lendar ; but. in vain. Knowledge then, 
asat pr^ent, was more. powerful than Tra^ 
dition, Ignorance, and Fable. 
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From Gaul Caesar proceeded to Britain. 
Few words have given so much trouble to 
Etymologists as that of Britaia. I think 
the difficulty has arisen solely from their 
ignorance of the universality of Tsabaism. 
It may be thus derived. Albion, Ai* the 
Ammonian word for land, prefixed, as in 
^gypt (Ai-gupt) ; instead of postfixed, as 
in aJl other cases. Hence Ai, ta^ the land 
of the moon, where they worshipped the 
moon. ,. The word }ph signifies white, from 
the silvery appearance of the moon. Hence 
the absurd, though popular notion of: the 
white diffi. 

Britain from '/ra a tree, (vide inira,) and 
■fy ain, the solar fountain. One signifying 
that its inhabitants worshipped the stars, 
the pther^ ^lat they worahipped the sun. 
Both words were united, to shew they pro- 
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^ssed th«| Tsabaism of the surroundiDg 



Cesar could not make these people 
r^ona their Caleodars : their inflexible 
obstiaacjF ia commemorated in the story of 
his defeat. . 

This defeat was related, in an alle- 
gorioal tale of a spring tide. These tides 
an caused by the mooo. Hence we may 
active at the real history. Through ^ 
influence of those hea^s of the peopk who 
were peculiarly attached to the worahip of 
the moon» the Reformer was rendered 
vmbb to. introduce his new Almanac. 

This past of my discortry is sii^arly 
coftfinoed by the experieic* of the last 
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hereditary aversion to change, so charac- 
teristic of onr couatrymen, has not been 
reformed till within this poiod. 

The GepoMms were the next objects of oor 
Le^lator's attention. Their demk is denved 
from either rtn to meditate apoo, or irodi 
\i to dweil in any place foe a short time, «ai 
a wanderer or stranger; and >3D> die epi* 
^biet given among the Eastern nations to the 
material heavens, as the di:E4)en8ers 'of blouk 
ings; the same word, as the Monah of the 
Arabiaba, and 1 have no doubt the ori^ 
of Mona, the aotient name of Ao^esey. 
The Germans were accustomed to wander 
from one pait of llieir country to another, 
to obs^ve wiA fQ(M« accuracy tiw appeu^ 
aaces of the heavens ; thus we read of the 
Helvetii and c^liers leaving their hcnnes; 
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and Ariovistus tells Caesar (de bell. Gall, 
b. 1. p. 36) that fourteen years had elapsed 
since the GermaDs had dwelt in roofed 
houses ; so passionately were they attached 
to astronomical studies. Ceesar did not 
conquer Germany, though he is represented 
as having, put an end to their incursions on 
the Roman territory; that is, bis argu- 
ments were so powerful, that they could not 
resist him; yet they were too proud, and 
obstinate to receive his Almanacs. This 
is implied by the expression, non ampHus 
fortunam tentandam (book 5- sect. 55. de 
bello Gallico), that is, they would argue 
the point no longer. 

He invaded Spain. Hispania, one of the 
antient names of this country, is as descrip- 
tive of the^uperstition of its inhabitants, as 
the title of Jebusite, Amorite, or Hittite, of 
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the Tsabaism of Canaan. Hispania is de- 
rived from V, oi VM iight or fire; pro- 
nounced As^ £9» or Is, with the Aspirate; 
and the celebi^ted word An^ En^ or Ain, the 
Ammonian* or Cuthite radical for a foun- 
tain ; (die same as the Hebrew yy,) with the 
Egyptian D> HP, s, vh- It evidently iheans 
the fountain of fire, and describes their- 
Tsabaism. 

After much civil war, Csesar is said to 
have become master (^ Rome. If this is to 
be understood literally, we may likewise 
receive in their literal sens^ the accounts 
of Moses and Joshua. Both are equally 
matters of fact, or equally allegorical. But 
tlie perfectibility of human nature, I again 
mention the . fact with ddight, is rapidly 
consummating. We are no longer to be 
impost upon by such narratives. Rome 
itself is allegorical. It is derived from 



n,gti7ccT:G00glc 



48 

cart (the modern Jews muBt be wrong to 
Bp^ the word otherwise) to agitate, to be 
TiolenUy moyed, to tl^undor. Caesar con-' 
qaercd the city called Rome, by compelling 
them among the most violent ablations 
to reform the Calendar. - This ex[danation 
4^ the word Rome, will receiva additional 
ccHifirmation from examining with candor, 
and impartiality, the history of Cacfiar^ 
army crossing the Rubicon. 

The passage fif the Jordan is shewn by 
Sir William Dnimmond to denote the 
eotting of the Eqoator a&d the opening of 
the year ; because rrr may signify in He* 
brew, as it does in Ch^dee, " lite great 
Sn^pent ;" which we weH know is an hie- 
rof^yphic for the Sun's annoal orbit How 
mucb more it the Rubicon the Sok'b padi : 
it toeing evidently d^ved from 3n» the 
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multitudey "IV theAmmonian, Egyptian, 
aod Universaly-epiUiel for great; and n*, 
fh&Sun; the muititudet vf the great, Simj 
wbatcan the multitude of the great Sun, 
^to vhidi the EEun-^iasses be» but hh an- 
Dual path through -the Zodiac ? 

From Rome^ after lie had sufficieai^ 
instructed the people there, Caesar has- 
tntad to £gypt. The circumstances of the 
expeditioa to diat place, . are as oertainlj 
typical, as the narrative of the capture of 
Jericho. I have time only to mentioii a 

"By his previous exertions, we may sup- 
pose, that the &me of thi9 celebrated Re- 
.^rmer of Calendars,, and Maker of Alipa- 
■Roi, was widely extiended. The Egyp^ 
tians kom the earliest antiquity had been 
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They were distinguished for their know- 
ledge, their philosophy, and their myste^ 
jies ; yet even this nation, with all its-pre- 
judices, pride, uid science, submitted to 
the influence of Caesar, by adopting bis 
Almanac, and rectifying the errors of their 
pirerious calculations. 

- Csesar is s^d to bave been the great rival 
of Pompey. Mr. Bryant has beautifully 
'explained to us the meaning of this name. 
He is commonly supposed to have l^n a 
general ; whereas I will venture to assert be 
was the most ancient God of the Egyptians. 

£very one must remember that the rei- 
puted'Pompey is said to have taken refnge 
in Egypt, and appealed for {H'otection to 
jtbe king and his miniBters. Iliey kneir 
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that Caesar would fcAlovr, and to avert the 
impendiDg danger, Pompey was ordered tts 
be put te death. 

The name Poinpey is compounded of thte 
!E^ptian prefix P ; Om, the ancient word 
for the Sua, the same as Ham ; and Phi, 
an oracle. The oracJe, says Bryant, was 
termed Omphi ; it was expressed P'Omphi,. 
or P'Ompi; whence the iroju^ of the 
, Oreeks, and the word ni>[iwatt}^ the same 
as Pompeius, whicK always related to 
4ivine influence. The fame of Csesar was 
well Itnown to Egypt, 'When it was cer* 
tainly understood that he was coming, the 
king and his ministers met, to deliberate 
on the rec^tion they should g^ve him. 
They considered the claims of their Godi 
abd tiie real merits of the Tsahaistical , 
Btiperstition. ;Pompey, the forqier ibbject 
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of their woi^hip, is emblematically, aad 
patheticallj described, as pleading for His 
life. But the voice of truth prevailed ; lAxt 
worship of the Sun ceased ; his oracles, the 
FOmphi, or P'Ompi, or Pompey, which 
they had venerated, were silenced ; and 
Csesar was welcomal to Egypt, though not 
without some opposition of the Tsabaists, 
which he soon overcame. 

The above explanation of t^iis obscure 
portion of history, is authenticated by a 
just apprehension of his addresses to Qeo- 
patra, the meaning of which word, we 
must now take into consideration. 

This supposed Queen of Egypt was an 
allegorical emblem. The name is derived 
hi the same manner as Inz, from Aw^ ct 
£L, UC^ the great Sun (vide Bryant.) 
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As the £, is omitted in this instance in the 
first syllable ; : so is the U, omitted in the 
o«ne Cleopatra. The word is completely 
4nimoniaD> from UC, 'IVt, ^x; with £L 
the Sun ; and the celebrated word Fetra, 
Patera, or Petora, an Ammonian title of 
honor, whit^ did not attribute divinity to 
^e SuD, but only a certain degree of supe- 
rior veneration and respect. Much curious 
information on this subject may he col- 
lected /rom Bryant, vol. i. p. SSS, &c. 

The dear definition of this word Cleopa 
tra, was absolutely essential to the elucida- 
tion of this mysterious narrative. Ctesar 
was an admirable politician. The king 
and his ministers bad consented to destroy 
the Fomphi.worship; and Caesar affected to 
legrot the almipt manner in which it had 
been done. In return for their ready com- 
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pliance with his projected innovation, be 
carried this affectation to a stili greatei' 
extent. . He professed his esteem and 
regard to so much of their former notions, 
as he supposed he could overrule to more 
useftil purposes. This is alluded to in the 
avowal of his attachment to Cleopatra, 
which is evidently an acknowledgment, that 
he considered the Sun, though no longer 
P'Ompi, an object of worship, yet still to be 
Patora, or Patra, entitled to their venera- 
tion ; as the controller of the seasons, 
the dispenser of blessings, and the best 
visible representation of its maker. He 
succeeded so completely in this ingeni- 
oas finesse, that he established his new 
<;aJendar without more difficulty. He is 
said to have had a Son by Cleopatni : the 
meaning of which is, that he continued 
the Patorah ; hom9^ to the Sun, blended 
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inth.tiie hnprorements he had introduced* 
into the almanacs of the Egyptians; and we 
weft know, if other proof were wanting, that 
the good effects of his- teaching were 
so long perpetuated, that the-library and 
schools of . Alexandria^ were preserved 
^moBg the general reign of ignorance tilfc 
the time of die Caliphs^ 

'. Pontus was conquered by Ctesar. The 
word Pbntus is a compound of the prefix 
P, and the celebrated On, or s^and ly. Ita 
king was I%arnaces; that is, the Ruler of 
. the light ; an epithet of the same : pompous 
andma^ificfflitdescriptaon usually assumed 
by oriental monarcbs. The word Fharnaces 
is derived from B, and iw, with the common 
addition of Anac, the most ancient title 
given; to sovereigns. Pontus was a seat of 
the Ijsabaistical superstitdoD ; and the ^me 
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of Caesar, his knowledge, ^nd eloquence* 
persuaded the king at the first conferencey 
to adopt the Roman Almanac. Ceesar 
expended very little time in the promulgft- 
tion and establishment of his new calendar; 
and it is to this rapidity of liis astronomical 
success that he refers in those wellrknofrov 
and emphatic words — veni, vidi, vici. 

' In the same manner I could prore every 
supposed conquest of this iUustrious 
Astronomer, to refer to the alteration ia 
Ibe mode of calculating time. I shall 
merely add two additional circumstances; 
and proceed to the history of his assassi* 
nation. ' ' ■ 

Julius Caesar is reported to hare worn 
a crown of laurel; He was the first of the 
reputed Emparors upon whom tins hoactt 
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was said to have been conferred by the 
senate. An allusion seems here to be made 
to -the decoration on the head of the Ram, 
mentioDed by Eusebius, and referred to, in 
page 85 of the CEdipus Judaicus. 

Caesar triumphed over five nations; 
Joshua subdued five kings of the Amo- 
rites : Sir William Drummond shews that 
these kings were five interc^ated days; 
and such no doubt, were the five naticHU 
Qonqucd^d by Cassar. The cironmatUKW 
idluded to in both histories being evidentiy 
the same. -. - . - ^ .,^J 

The assassination of Caesar, is as allego* 
rio&l as other incidents- in his mysterious 
calmer. Many writers have asserted thit 
trees' are symbols- of the starry host^ 
and: Sit Wffliam Drammond has qnotad 



n,gti7ccT:Google 



58 

many authorities to confirm this assertioin. 
They have repaid the obligation by enabling 
him to prove that the Amorites who dwelt 
in Hazezon Tamar, were hot Lambs, or 
teachers, but upper branches. Brutus 
and Cassius were said to be the murderers 
of Catsar. It is a very remarkable fact, 
Uiat even now, when we talk of this suppo&i . 
ed assassination, we say, Brutus, and Cas- 
sius; neverCassius, and Brutus; a custom, 
not merely arbitrary, but one corrupted from 
the traditi<Hiary words which were originally 
used to describe this event. Brutus is 
derived from rra a cypress tree, ivhence 
the Latin' word Brutus a cypress ; and 
Cassius from snt^ to collect, or assemble one 
by one.. It seems at first sight a most 
singular phrase to say, the cypresses as- 
semble one by one ; but the real significa- 
tion isj that the sign of the Ram becomes 
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invisible only, when the other stars have 
gradually .appeared above the borizon: 
they seem to assemble one by one. The 
word rn3, which was corrupted into Brutus, 
was always used as the nominative, and 
though the form of the expression was re- 
tained, its meaning'' was lost; till it waft my 
good fortune to recover it. 

Among other phrases which have been 
adopted by Suetonius to conceal his real 
meaning, the expression used by Caesar to 
Brutus when struck, in the Senate houses 
is among the most enigmatical. The 
'well-known words used at the Eleu- 
isinian mysteries, kons, om, pans, were 
understood by none till Captain Wilford 
shewed it was pure Sanscrit ; so the expres- 
aioD in questiQn> was handed dowa by 
tradition to &ietonius : , and has been since 
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received in an acceptation totally distinct 
from its original signification : and it is wor- 
tl^ of remark, that Suetonius speaks with 
pK>re than bis usual caution, when he relates 
Uie supposed assassination. It is to be 
found in the 82nd section — quidam tradi- 
derunt, Marco Bruto imiente dixisse, xol 

vtf li ixtiimttf xol ri> rixvav. From which 

originated the Apocryphal story -of, Et^tu 
Brute. How strangely have the world 
been deceived ! This expression, though so 
long considered a simple GreeJ( sentence, 
is pure Hebrew, and contains aix indirect 
allusion to the change of the Sun's place 
from Aries, to Pisces, at the commence^ 
neot of the year. It may be thus read : 

nto This word is here used in kal, which, 
though- unusual, proves die very great 
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antiquity of the phrase. .Its primjiry 
DieaDing is, to bruise, or beat, or break ; 
down. It refers to the manner in wbicjb 
tbe conquering Ram butts against, or beats 
down the opposing constellationii ; as de^ 
scribed in the CEdipus Judaicus. 

Dcr even or equal to : from nw to be made 
equal to any thing. 

•n Alas! 

TV3 in the system -, that is tbe solar sys- 
tem. Tbe 2 has been changed into v, and 
at length into the accent. 

)M a very celebrated epithet for die Sun, 
tbe Chon, or On ilv of the Ammonian, 
Oriental, and Jewish nations ; the aspirate 
is frequently omitted iu all languages. 
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As the whole sentence is a pathetic 
appeal of the personified Ram to his sup' 
posed mnrderer, the two first words, as is 
usual in passages of great pathos, are re* 
peated. 

The last word is on and it signifies, in 
the regulation. The word v On, is added 
at the end of the second, as at the end of 
the first clause of the sentence, merely for 
eflFect. 

In giving this minute explanation of 
every syllable, I am only anxious to prove 
my determination to be as accurate aa 
possible. We must remember that the 
whole phrase is an expostulation. It may 
be thus translated. 

Must I, the conqueror of the coOstella- 
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tioDs, be made equal (to other signs) in the 
Zodiacal system: must I alas! be made 
equal in the' regulation? Or in other words, 
the expression of Csesarto Brutus, does not 
meAn, Thou too Brutus, art thou among 
the assassins of Caesar ! The meaning is, 
Must I, the sigh of the Ram. must I alaa! 
he made equal to the fishes ? 

I cham no meiit for this astonishing dis^ 
covery. I am. indebted to Sir William 
Drummond alone, for my initiation into 
these interesting mysteries. He is my 
teacher, and to bim I fo^ to submit the 
honor: of my reader's conviction. 
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II. Augustus — Joseph — Taurus. 



.:- WHENlcommenced theattempttoshew 
the identity of the Ceesars, with the Zodi- 
acal sigDs^ I was apprehensive there would 
be sometimes a deficiency of proof. I am 
now only anxious to compress within the 
sfawteit possible compus, the accumu- 
lated materials which press upon me. I 
have said sufficient to explain the system of 
interpretation, by means of which the real 
sense of History may be discovered. Ex 
pede Herculem, shall now be my motto, 
and I will endeavor to be brief in the 
subsequent detail. 

. Joseph is proved to be Taurus from the 
dracription given of him in the SSd verse 
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of G«i., 49* as newly translated by Sir 
William. Bnunmond. The passage which in 
onr txanslation is read,- " Joseph' is a 
fruitful bough, , er^n a fruitful- bough by a 
weH, whose branches run over a wall j" &c. 
&c., to. the. end of verse 26 ; Sir William 
translates—** A: Sob of a Cow, is Joseph; 
a Son of a Cow beside Ain. The fienoth 
walk upon the Bull, the Archers have 
sorely grieved him," ' &c. &c., and from the 
words thus translated, Joseph is proved to 
be Taurus. 

From a similar form of expression, war- 
ranted by the Roman historians, I shall 
identify Augustus with the same sign. 

A. Son of a cow is Joseph, a Son of a 
cow beside Ain. 

' CEdip. Jud. p. 38. 

(Edip. B 
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: j\ngusti» was the Sod (^OctaviuB; that 
.it, the Great Bull, Ox, or Gov, for io Mj- 

thology.^tber word may be used. Theif(»d 
Octavius is oompodnded of tbeEgyptian, or 
Ammonian IW, ^x* <>^ Vf^ S^^^*- °^ eminent, 
so frequently mentioned above; and tiie 
celiebrated word discussed by Bryant, which 
is variously spdt, Tar, Tor, Tau, whence is 
derived Turris, IV^if, Ikpngt 3Vre$, TVu^Bf, 
aiid Taurus ; Tau was changed into Tav, 
with the termination ius, according to the 
Roman custom. Hence Oc-tau, or Oo> 
tav, or Octavius the great Bull. 

M<n« decisive con6rmatioD of the.&ctis 
to be found in the tiame of his reputed 
mother. Augustus was the Son of Accia, 
or Acca ; the aspirate has been strangely 
omitted ; the proper reading is Vacca, a 
Cow ; a Son of a Cow, ia Augustus. . 
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Further etidence of the idpntiiy <rf 
Augustus, with Taurus, may be derived 
from the epithet ThurinuS, which was given 
to him in his infancy. Suetonius furnishes 
us with several reasons why this title was 
assigned to Augustus. The real cause is to 
be found only is accurately undeFstanding 
the word itself. It is evidently derived 
JTom the Chaldee, or from the old Ammo- 
liian, the root of the Ghaldee t*wi Thunnj 
Oxen, or Beeves. Thur, says Parkhurst, 
({uoting from Bropke's Natural History, 'is 
atill the Ijtbuanian name for the Urua, oir 
wiJd Bull. 

Augustus therafone, . like Joseph, wasthe 
wgn TauriK ; because he was ^ Son of 
Octavfus, and A^^ia, and was called Thu- 
rinusl he was the Sola of die Bull, and the 
Covr,.and ww:biiQ^f called ah Ox; all of 
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which epithets were used to describe the 
aign Taurus. 

" Beside ' Ain." Sir William Dram- 
mond understands by these words, the 
great star Aldebaran ; I am of the same 
opinion : but among the Roman historians, 
this star was called Antony. 

We know that Aldebaran is in the head 
of the Bull. It is called by the Arabians 
Ain-al-tor ; or more properly, Ain-tor, Al 
being but «n article, as Al-koran, Al- 
manac, &c. By some error, which cannot 
now be discovered, the R was changed into 
N : and the word therefore was read Ain 
or An-ton, instead of Antor, the termina- 
tion in both cases being of no consequence. 
Ainton, or Anton, signifies the fountain oC 
light, and is a very appropriate name for 
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this star. When. Augustus was said to< hare 
6rst prosecuted his claims, he was assisted 
by Antony ; that is, before the whole body 
of the constellatioB became visible, it was 
chiefly distinguitUied: by the star Aldebaraa, 
or An-ton. When Augustas* power was 
better established, he is said to have con- 
quered Antony, or An-ton, that is, when 
the whole body of the constellatibQ ap> 
peared altogether above t^e horiEOn, it was 
more worthy of admiration, than wJien it was 
noticed only for one beautiful star. I wUl 
not however speak decidedly ; because, as 
Sir William Drummond observes, " the 
most ungenerous advantage will be taken 
of my blunders." 

Again, "The BenoA walk on the Bull.'" 
As the (Edipus Judaicus recommends to 
our observation the simplicity of Scripture, 
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ao would I direct the attention of mj reader 
to die came excellence in tbe Roman las' 
torians. If I can but prevail upon him to 
aet aaide their apparent tnatters of i&ct, 
«od ascertain tiieir real DieaniDg, he will 
be astooiifaed at tbe discoveries prepfu^ 
for him. We knov that the Pleiades, 
which are called the Succotb Benotb, are 
eq^ the back of the Bull. If Augustus is the 
Bull, we shall of course expect to find some 
avantion in the Hist(»:ians of the Pleiades. 
IF we seanih for aay account of the Snc- 
eoth Benoth, in tbe history of Augustus 
In plain terms, we shall be disappointed ; 
it is related only in the most beautifiil, and 
original strain of metaphor I ever remem- ' 
ber to have read. 

When Ai^stus secured his power, he is 
•aid to have published a decree for tbe en* 



Tl,gt,7cdT:GOOglC 



71' 

coun^eDient of taarriage, vitdi a view to 
restore the losses of the civH war. Now^fr 
word /nu Benotb is derived from rm to 
procreate children; and jtisd Succoth is 
derived from to to overspread, to cover, to 
protect, or defend, as laws defend or 
protect, or as a pavilion overspreads the 
people within it. That is, the laws which 
were made to' protect the marriages to 
supply Uie state with children, and which 
were supposed to be published bj Aiigustus 
when in his full power, are in reality the 
Pleiades, or Succoth Benoth, on the back 
of the Bull. 

By the Archers in the passage now upder 
consideration, I undeittand with Sir Wil- 
liam, the sign Sagittarius, which is pleas- 
ingly typi6ed in the Roman Historians, and 
in the Odes of Horace, under the appella- 
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tioQ .of ParthiaDs : who are uDifonal^ 
represented armed with arrows. 

Other pnx^ might be adduced, but it is 
tiipe to proceed to Tiberius. 
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Benjamin is described rareoiDg as a 
wolf: if this alone would prove him to be 
the sign Gemini, we might apply, even with 
more propriety, this argument to identify 
Tiberius with the same sign. 

The word Tiberius b derived either from 
3W a wolf, or -Q»> ^ufeOAfi the higher, or 
elevated part of the land, or the Zodiac ; 
(vide the meaning of o/t^stXef, Bryant's 
Analysis, Faber's Ori^n of Pagan Idolatry,* 
&c. &c. &c.) or from mn excellence,' either 
of which will prove him to have been the 
sign Gemini. 
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He was evidently a wolf to the Roman 
people. He might be called "us. from his 
unexpected elevation to the supreme power; 
that is, the Twins appear to have attained 
their greatest height in the summer solstice. 
He might be called ma from the splendor 
of his station ; the word appears to me to 
allude to the beauty, and s|Jendor of the 
sammer months. I incline to the first deri- 
vation, though it is not the most accurate ; 
Suetonius represents Tiberius ravemng as 
a wolf, in a fine strain of allegory. 

I was fearful of meeting with ^ome diffi- 
culty in proving that one individual could 
be considered as a double constenataon. 
Tins objection is removed by tiie recoHec- 
tion, that Tiberius is said to ha\*e reigned 
some years widi Augustus, on which ac- 
count they were partly united in the ima^- 
nations of the astronomers. 
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IV. CaUgula — Imachta'~-Cancer. 



CAtic^uLA is Cancer. The common 
pieople, who had lost the original meaaiDg 
of Uie word Caligula* imai^bed i^at it 
ffiieaait a litde boot, and invented the ftb- 
emd story relaited by Tacitus and Suetonius, 
of an io&at wearing a small military sandal 
to please the sdldiers, who naoved him on 
the occEtsion Caligula. This Apooryphd 
tradition is the offspring of a later age ; the 
original signification however is evident. 

Ailicuig the emblems in the AstrotogioU 
Calendar of the Egyptians, wluch describe 
the sign Cancer is puer sedens : Caligula, 
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when shewn to the soldiers, was said to be 
sitting in his Nurse's arms. Connect this 
coincidence with the original meaning of 
Caliga, and Caligula, in the primitive Ian- 
guage. Cala, Calah, Calach, Cali, and 
Cal, in composiUon signify eminent, or 
most loftj : and Ca, or Ga, or Gau, it may 
be either, means a house, or mansion, 
(vide Bryant.) Caliga therefore is Calah- 
Gau, the most lofty mansion. We should 
but lose time in attempting to prove how 
accurately this epithet describes the situ- 
ation of Cancer, the highest mansion of the 
Sun, in the summer months. By some 
strange omission the name of the AL or 
EL, the Sun, was omitted in the word 
Caliga, and the veneration of the idolatrous 
Tsabaists inserted it at a subsequent pe- 
riod ; hence the compound Call — G4 — 
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Ah, or £Ij» or Caligula, the most lofty 
1 of the Sun^ 



He was said to be the son of Germanicus. 
I have already shewn the meaning of the 
word Germany, and Germanicus is evi- 
dently derived from the same root, Meni 
1^ Heavens, and Ger, or la to conton- 
plate, to be attached to. Germanicus, ^ 
Tacitus so beautifully relates, was the idol 
of the soldiers; that is, they were attached, 
to the worship of the Heavens, the parent 
of the constellations in general, — but par- 
ticularly of Cancer, the most elevated^ in 
the Northern hemisphere. 

"The Greeks (p.22.GEd.Jud.) placed two 
Asses in the sign of Cancer, and near th^oi 
we 6nd the asterism called Praesepe,. or the 
manger. It will be observed that the He- 
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brew words wnBvan rs ypn should not be 
translated, couching down betwe^t two 
burthens ; but * two partitions,* such as 
separate the stalls in a stable." 

This is the very translation most satis- 
factory to the reader who wishes for an ad- 
ditional proof that Caligula was Cancer. 
The several asterisms of the constellations 
are typically described under the disguise 
of matter^f-fkct histories. The asterisra 
of the Ass is represented, in the Egyptian 
Calendar, under the form <rf a horse. TliUft 
we find among the emblems selected by 
Sir William Drummond, Eqnus ^natus, 
Equus liber vagans in campestribus, 
end £(]uus equam ini^Uens : and these 
emblems^are selected to csbibit the singu- 
lar mixture of rest and labor, of indolence ' 
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and activity, whidi are alike descriptive of 
tbe state of labor induced by summer, with 
Uie GOQsequent necessity of repose after that 
labor, and of the uDion of indolence and 
activity typically related in the life of the 
allegorical Caligula. But if we can identify 
one star, or one asterism of a constellaticm, 
with any asserted &ct in tbe life of the 
supposed re£d po-sonage we discuss, we 
obtain at once an explanation of every 
difficulty. Substituting therefore a hprse 
for an ass, in the sign Cancer ; and trans- 
lating the phrase in question, ** couching be- 
tween two partitions^" as Sir William Drum^ 
moqd translates it; keeping in view at th^s 
same time tbe station of the horse in the 
heavens, ^at it is in the highest part of the 
highest sign, we arrive at the true meaning 
of the Apocrj'phal story, respecting Cali- 
gula and his horse. 4 
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We discover the Emperor to be the 
OonstellatioD : the horse was to foe elevated 
to the CoDsulship, typifying the asterism, 
which was ike most disttoguished in the sign 
Cancer. The two partitions are the marble 
apartments said to have been built for the 
horse ; and its couching down is typical of 
repose in summer, while the horse itself is ty- 
pical of the labor. Such are the triumphs of 
Coincidence and Etymology, over received 
ofHuions, and the records of history. I add 
the. words of Dion Cassius, that my readers 
may percave the great probability of the 
correctoess of my hypothesis, for it is 
impossiUe that. the. circumstances men- 
ti<med by this writer, could have actually 
taken place. ''Kfxl oMg icturin Upan, ko) t^ 
IxTov avviipia eari^n.^ — CoUg. % 28. 

" Kal ita "i* rat* tneaii if 'lyxiTarwiiv^ua^tt koI 



n,gt,7cdT:G00glc 



81 

ml Sfiirvw ix&^ih XP"*^"^ " Otfru Kp^6As *afii- 

)r^o«i«'io-;i^HTrO( xeel vrarov ourii' aToSi/^iii'* xol 
varroif cEv xal rwro nrnroiijNfi, *! irXiica ;)^>^>' 
f^i^KH," &c. — Dion Cass. CaUg, % 14. 
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V. Claudim — Judah — Leo. 



Claudius is Leo. Tacitus and Sueto- 
nius seem to have exerted themselves to 
disguise this part of their theory beneath a 
double veil of allegory. Yet I cannot but - 
think I have discovered the loog-con- 
cealed truth, which I shall therefore sub- 
mit to the world, whatever be the oppo- 
sition and clamor of illiberal and bigoted 



In the first book of his annals, Tacitus 
informs us that the History of Claudius has 
been falsified. Tiberii, Caiique, et Claudii. 
ac Neronis res, florentibus ipsis, ob metum 
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odiis compoutae sunt. (sect. 1.) With these 
reasons we have nothing to do ; they are 
very iDgenious, and completely answer the 
histoiian's design ; but out object is to 
penetrate through this artful disguise. The 
History of Claudius has been, falsified and 
corrupted, and the knowledge of this cir* 
cumstance enables us to unravel the whole 
mystery. 

Falsehood is the contrast of truth. 
Claudius is represented by tradition as the 
very opposite of a Lion : as weak, tame, 
spiiitless, nerveless, and inactive : in ^ort, 
as much unlike a Lion in every respect as 
possible. But if the accounts we hav^ 
received are fUse, it evidently follows that 
he was not weak, and tame, and spiritless; 
and if he was not these, theQ he must 



,3y Google 



84 ' 

have been spirited, energetic, and active, 
as his emblem the Lion is uaiformly repre- 
sented : and on strict examination we shall 
find this argument- most singularljr con- 
firmed. 

, His name is derived from rtp, to shine, to 
move lightly, to be light, . whence the. word 
"^Thp, the origin of Claudius. The Sun . is 
said by tradition to have been at its utmost 
height when Leo occupied the place, which 
is now filled by Cancer ; but I shall not 
insist upon this, though Sir William assures - 
, us the, Sun was at that 'time held in. the 
highest hQnor, and this honor is referred to 
by the expressions "thou art he whom 
thy brethren shall praise ;" " thy hand shall 
be on the neck of all thine enemies." Our 
proofs that Claudius was Leo are much 
more decisive. 
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"The prdgressof the Sun through Leo," 
saijs my learned master,'" is clearly typi- 
fied by the words, Judafa is a'Lion's whelp-: 
from the prey^ my son, thou art gone up; 
he stooped down, he couched, as a Lion^ 
and as an old Lion." .. • • 

The chief characteristic of a Lion is, that 
it watches for its prey, it couches down, as 
if to aim with greater certainty at its object, 
and. to seize it more surely. It is slow and 
cautious before it acts, and it then acts Wit^ 
resistless effect and terror. Sucb was the 
conduct of Claudius. He is said to h^^Vfi 
been hesitating, and slow, before he decided ; 
in other words, he was cautious' as a couchr 
ing Lion ; but after bis decision his vengeance 
was prompt and effectual. I refer to his 
supposed conduct to Messalina, of whom 
, Juvenal, Tacitus, and others, say very 
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scandalous things : Go his reputed cruelties 
to criminals, to hie conquest of Britain* 
i^ich, though he was long in resolving to 
attempt, he accomplished with perseverance 
and courage. All these imaginary <»rcum- 
stances are typical of His lion-like character, 
and identify him with the sign Leo. He is 
said to hare been slow in accepting the 
empire; that is, the Sun appears when in 
Leo to begin to move slowly ; the character 
^ven of Claudius by Suetonius, " Mira 
anima varietate fuit : modo circumspectus, 
et sagas : modo inconsultus, et prseceps; 
nonnunquam frivolus, amentique similis," 
is exactly applicable to a Lion alternatdy 
hungry, and satisSed ; and if 1 had but time 
I would proceed through all die allegorical 
actions of his supposed life, and tear away 
the matter-of-fact disguise, under which 
they have been so long imprisoned. 
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I sbaJl make no observations on th« 
remainder (^ Sir William Drummond's 
interjH'etaticm of Jacob's blessing on his 
sapposed son the Patriarch Judab; I 
must candidly confess I have some c^d 
prejudices 1^ on the subject of the predict- 
ed Shiloh ; and I dare not venture to 
treat this part of my creed with even the 
appearance of levity. The evidence addu- 
ced by my teacher does not satisfy me, and 
I know he will forgive my scruples. To 
me indeed, this part of his hypothesis seem* 
to be completely idexitified with the system 
of Volney ; though I must in this, believe 
that I am mistaken, since those admirers 
of courteous language, and scholar-Hke 
liberality, who have undertaken to defend 
Sir William Drummond from the censures 
of Mr. D'Oyley and others, have asserted 
that the theories of these great masters 
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of rewoning are Dot the same ; and 
Vindex, Biblicus, : and Candid^ : are 
honorable jnen, and deserving of credit. 
They are .worthy of our admiratioa too : 
^ey have set an example to the world of 
the practice : of one : of the . mmt difficult 
virtues, that of self-denial : for if they really 
love candor, mildness, propriety of lan- 
guage, and the noble feelings of gentlemanly 
controversialists, so ri^dly have they prac- 
tised diis virtue, that not a trace of these 
excellencies is discoverable from the be^n- 
ning to the end of their pages. 
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VI. Nero — NapHthali—Virgo. 



SiK William proves Naphthali to be the 
sign Virgo by a curious sjllogism. A tree 
was represented by the Egyptians beside 
the sign Virgo. The words " Naphthali is a . 
hind let loose, he givetb goodly words," our 
author conceives to be wrongly translated ; 
ttnd agrees with Bochart in rendering the 
passage, Naphthali is a tree shooting forth, 
producing goodly branches :* from whence 

' I parpoaely omit all other translationa, explanations, 
commentaries, &c. Slc. of all writers from Lightfoot to 
Bellamy. I may observe, that Ijgfatfoot'a brief summary 
of the mamier in which the apparait predictions of Joseph 
were fiilfined, has been much admired. 

' Vol. 1. lightfoof s wwks. 
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he argues that Virgo is a tree, and Naph- 
thali is a tree, therefore valet consequentia. 

It is a peculiar exceUence of Sir William 
Drummond's system, that it not only dis- 
covers new interpretations, but it makes 
those interpretations of general and useful 
application. In the passage before qs how- 
ever, my hypothesis is equally confimaed 
by the old and new translation. We arc 
informed, that Nero, in the beginning of 
his reign gave many fair promises of future 
excellence. Like a tree which produces 
goodly branches, he gave expectations of 
fruit in its season : like a fair and beautiful 
hind, he excited admiration by the youth 
and beauty of. his person ; he gave goodly 
words to the soldiers and to the people, 
he wished to deserve, rather ^au to receive 
the praises of the iSenate, and regretted his 
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ability of signing his name to a list of 
malefactors. 

The mysterious and raiigmatical writers 
trho have related these circumstances . of 
Nero, proceed in the most strange and in* 
consistent manner to relate a pretended 
change of conduct. He is said to have be* 
come debauched and profligate; efierai- 
nate, cruel, infamous, and lascivious, in- 
curring the public hatred : the murderer of 
his mother, fais tutor, and his friends ; and 
at length dying miserably in the gardens of 
Phaon. The whole c^ these Apocryphal 
stories are a collection of emblems, referring 
to astronomy, and identifying Nero vith 
tiie sign Virgo. 

Virgo once filled in the Zodiac the plaoe 
whidi is now occupied by Libra. It was 
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tfaerefore the 6rst of the descending signs. 
The ancients, as the arch Volney ' has 
douonstrated, considered the six )ast signs 
as the reign of Ahriman, winter, and desola- 
tion : and were accustomed to express their 
dread of the approaching dreariness, by 
every appellation of contempt and detesta- 
tion. The change of seasons is impercepti- 
ble; and the hopes in which they indulged, 
that the Sim, though he had begun to 
descend, would still continue his auspicious 
influences, prompted them to consider the 
commencement of his decline with com-? 
placency. Hence they represented in their 
histories the sign Virgo, a,s giving fair jm)- 
mi^es, which were never fulfilled ; as a tree 
fall of brwiches, but without fruit : as hold- 
ing ears of corn in her hand to signify that 
the joy of harvest was past, thou^ the 

' Vid« Volney's Ruiiii of Eispirci. 
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harvest weather was uot entirely gone by. 
When alt these .tair promises were dis- 
appoiotedf when storms and rain, and the 
melancholy changes of the season actually 
approached ; 'they spoke of this sign in the 
most contemptuous language, as the 
murderess of a mother, and the enemy of 
mankiDd. Tbe mysterious allusions of this 
part of the Roman history ar£ thus fully 
developed. As the sign Virgo began with 
fine weather, and ended with storms, so 
Nero is typically described as commenc- 
ing his career in virtue, and closing it in 
vice. 

I could confirm this interpretation by 
proving that Agrippina, Britannicus, Se- 
neca, Lucan, and others, were Ammonian 
names, descriptive of the stars and con- 
stellations near Virgo : but I must proceed. 
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I forgot to observe, that Nero is derived 
from the old word .13 to divide; the Zodiac 
io the time of Nero being divided by 
Virgo. 
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VII. Gaiba—Asher^Libra. 



Thb Dame Galba signifies in a second- 
ary sense, the balance. It is deiived fix>m 
^j, a shaver, one who makes smooth^ or 
permits no inequality. Galba was so much 
esteemed for his love of justice, and weigh- 
ing all things with impartiality as in a 
balance, that according to the Roman 
historians, this virtue is said to have been 
the chief cause of his elevation to the 
empire. 

" In the account of the Indian sphere," 
says Sir William Drummond, "under the 
sign Libra, I read as follows, * Homo in ta- 
bemS, institori& in foro, manu tenens sta- 
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teram ad emendum et vendeDdum :' " which 
our author applies to Asher. It seems much 
more plainly to describe the conduct related 
of Galba; that he was eminent for his jus- 
tice before his elevation to the empire ; and 
liiat he afterwards submitted to be gor 
verned by favorites, who bought and sold 
justice, till he was said to have been assas- 
sinated by the enraged soldiery. 
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Vm. Othe— Dan—Scorpio. 

The description of Scorpio in the words 
of the patriarchal blessing, apply so eiacdy 
to the treachery of Otho, to Galba, that 
the resdoablance will be immediately dis^ 
turned by every reader of Tacitus i^nd 
Suetonius. He was a serpoit to his Em- 
peror, and as an adder biting the horse's 
heels. Through his means Galba was 
murdered, or resigned his place in the 
Zodiac. 

This similfirity between the traditions is 
but a small part of the proof, which enables 
us to identify the Roman Emperpr with 
the sign Scorpio. Hie great star in the Cor- 

(Edip. G 
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Scnrpiii is called Antares, and is used 
synonymously with the sign itself: this 
assertion may excite some surprise in my 
reader;' bnt I hope to make it plainly 
appear, ^at Antares, Dan, and Otho, are 
aotnukd thu Mme word; t^y appear to 
be diSamxt on acxnuDt of the vaxiety in 
the n^ajinffl'Qf proaQundDgtbem; but they 
areinioalhy as much one, as Louis the 
Eighteenth, and Loius Dix^huit, are tfa« 
same indiTiduaJ. 

; . By the nils of etymology, laid down at 
the fasginntng of this treatise, labials may 
be changed into labials ; dentals . itota 
dentals. T, D, and Th, are always ther&< 
ibn convertible. 

Scorpio, as Sir William has sbewi, was 
csbEBmed an accursed sign, and tiie uieient 
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astronomers were consequently very un- 
willing to pronounce the name. It was 
thought a bad omeo to do so. It was usual 
among the Jews to avoid all mention of 
the sacred tetragrammaton, in their exces- 
sive veneration for the God of their Others. 
The Hindoos are still taught to mediUtei 
upon the mystic word Om or Aum ; aod 
even in our own time, we have seen an 
English gentleman of great attainments, 
respectable family, and of the highest pre- 
tensions, decline to mention the name: of 
Napoleon Buonaparte ^ choosing rather to 
meditate oh the perfections associated with 
that name, and pointing out the object of 
his admiration by the significant word Him. 
From these instances we learn, that it was 
not unusual to avoid a particular word 
alt«^^her, and to express it by another of 
similar import. The sign Scorpio was 
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known by the Chaldee particle Da, this, or 
the ; '* Hflec, ista, hoc, illud, says Buitorf." 
The vowel was of course frequently omit- 
ted and the D only retained. 

Now if T, D, and Th, are the same 
letter, we have only to get rid of the pre- 
fixes and affixes of the three words, and 
we shall find the remaining radical will 
identify them as one and the same. 

Otho. By another rule of Etymology, 
all vowels may be dispensed with at 
pleasure. Consonants only being radical, 
strike off the two O's, and Th remains. 

Dan. This is the particle D, compound- 

' ed with the word An, a fountain. The stars 

were all considered as fountains of hght; and 
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the Cbaldee particlebeing prefixed, served to 
point out Scorpio, which their superstition 
would not allow them to mention by any 
other name, than " the fountain," " the 
star." It was a variation only of the original 
phrase, and the An may be rejected, while 
the meaning of the word is unaltered. 

ArUares. Arez was a name of the Sun, 
(Bryant ;) and An, as we have seen, means 
a fountain,or a star. " The Star of the Sun" 
is the signification ; referring to the most 
accursed star or sign passed by the Sun in 
his course through the Zodiac. The word 
is unchanged if you take away either the 
prefix An, the affix Arez, or both; and 
the letter T, changed from the Chaldee D, 
remains. 

Thus are Antares, Dan, and Otho, con- 
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vertible terms : and fromthe kooMi niieaa* 
ing of one, we ascertain the others. Atita- 
res is the Cor-Scorpii, the same as Scorpio. 
Dan, therefore, as Sir William has shewn, 
is Scorpio ; and Otho is Scorpio. Q. E. D. 
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X. VitelUus — Sagittarius — Manasseh. 



*i The sigD of Sagittarius alone remains," 
(says Sir William Drummond) " for Manas- 
seh : if I be right in my former conjectures, 
I cannot be mistaken in this: but having 
already written so much on the standards 
of the tribes, I shall leave it to the ingenuity 
of my readers, to supply what I have left 
unsaid oo the subject of Manasseh." 

I beg to be allowed the same privilege. 
I shall leave it to the ingenuity of my 
readers to discover why Vitellins is Sagittal 
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rius ; merely obsenring the name is derired 
from iyQ\ to cast down, as the archer Sagifc* 
tarius casts down his airows of IXB dew, 
mist, or snow in the winter. 
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X. Vespasian — Zefmlon-^Capricorn. 



I CANNOT but regret,. that Sir William 
Drummond has placed $o much- depend- 
ence on Kircher, who is referred to as an 
authority in almost every page. This author 
Tsia a most fanciful writer: voluminousr 
incorrect* and led astray by a vivid imagi- 
nation. I refer to Evelyn's Memoirs, vol. 
Jst, to the biographical dictionaries/ and 
the list of his works, for further information. 
Among other sublime productions, he wrote 
the.Mundus Subterraneus ; and he has: 
- been even suspected of forging, or inventing 
&cts and circumstances, to complete- an 
hypothesis, or continue a narration, when- 
ever bis materials were deficient 
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That Zabulon was Capricorn, is proved 
from the opinion of Kircher, and the two 
expressioDSj " a haven for ships," and " his 
border shall be unto Zidon.'" (Tsidon.) 

Tlw . pnx^ fttnn Kircher, Sir WiUiam 
Dnininiond himself being jndge, I am sorry 
to observe, ^d not appear to me decisive. 
**Tbe standard of Zabulon, according to Kir- 
cber, ought to have represented the sign of 
CapncorlD. M. Dupnis has adopted the same 
Dcrtioii; but his reason for admitting it is 
certainly <tf no great weight I muat8U|^)ose» 
that Kirdier bad found some tradition ob the 
subject; for after a tedious examination, ! 
am inclined to agree with him, though he 
bas not given the sfightest intimation, why 
he has tflferred this sign to Zabnlop." 

<Ed. Jud. p. 20. 
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: This apiiable relitctaoce to forsak&a tped 
friend, is much to be admired; but I fear 
tiie bigoted reader will suggest, tluit if 
there is do 6videDce whatever, not.eveo the 
stigbtest intimation of prdof, in this case* 
it is possible that Sir WilUam's whole theory 
j^ay beerron^us. Thisinffrenceis too.dis- 
agreeable.to be admitted. If the theory is 
unfounded, what becomes of the learning, 
the etymology, the coincidences, and all 
the well-armed supposes, and takings for 
granted, which have been so beautifully 
embodied against the unirersally received 
iBterpretation of Scripture Histpcy ? But 
it is extravagant to imagine that Sir 'William 
Drammond, who is so eminent for extensive 
learning, acute penetration, and refined 
ingenuity, could have wanted sufficient 
s^acity to have anticipated an objection 
so obvious. And would it dot be still 
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more extravagaot to imagine, that he would 
expose, by aa injudicious silence, the in- 
valuable restdts of his patient industry, and 
extensive research, to the risk of being 
overthrown by a remark, which he must of 
necessity have foreseen; unless he was con- 
vinced that it was too insignificant to 
demand a s^ious refutation ? Kirciier too. 
has written four folio volumes on the sub- 
ject of Egyptian Antiquities, consequently 
his assertions must be arguments. He pro- 
bably omUted bis reasons on^ the present 
occasion, on some account not now dis- 
coverable ; it would be very illiberal to 
suppose he had therefore no reasons. 

The secOTid proof of identity befween-the 
patriarch and the constellation, is- the 
expression "he shall be a haven for ships :" 
this ought to be read " a haven few a ship." 
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((Ed. Jud. p. SO.) The ship i^ Ai^, 
which descends under the horizon wh«i 
the SuQ is in CapricorD. Hyginus explains 
the matter better : " Capricornus exoriens 
haec sidera ad terrain premere videtur ; 
reliquam figuram navis et . signum," &c. 
This seems to indicate why Zebulon is 
caUed a haven for a. ship. 

The only event in the life of the reputed 
Vespasian, which appears allegorically to 
describe this circumstance, is reporded by 
the mistical Tacitus. (Hist. Hb. 3. ^ 12.) 
As Capricorn is in the side of the Heavens, 
opposite to the ship Argo, of which it is 
very enigmatically said to be the haven ; 
so was Vespasian at a distance from Ra- 
venna, when the fleet chose him for their 
commander. The analogy seems in both 
cases to be equally convincing. 
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** His border shall be unto ^idon." " 'Vkie 
countries of ZebuloD and the Zidoniabs, as 
it has been frequently observed, do not 
border upon each other. The allusion 
, therefore, seeois to be astronomical, raUvn' 
than geographical, mt may be translated 
the great hunter : Arciteneos probably, or 
Sagittarius, who occupies the sign next to 
that of Capricorn." CEd. Jud. p. 21. 

Vespasian, as we read in the Roman 
Histoiians, was the conqueror of the Holy 
Land, and extended his dominion evoi un* 
to SidcHi. This fact is evidently typical of 
die approximation of Vespasian or Capn-f 
corn, to Sagittarius, or rnr, and idoitifies 
the supposed emperor with the former 



Heideg^r^ in his Htstoria Sacra Patriar-* 
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charuiu, Exerc. 23. ^ 5, haB-indeed attempt- 
ed to explain in what manner the borders of 
Zabulon extended to Tsidon. But they 
who have been initiated in Sir 'William 
Drummond's theory, will best know how. to 
appreciate these unioteUigible Christian , 
writers. 
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XI. Tilus — Rei^en—Aquarius. 



Reuben is Aquarius, because the ex- 
pressions, " Thou art my first-born, my 
might, and the beginning of my strength," 
apply very wdl to the Sun in the com- 
mencement of his course after he has passed 
the winter, solstice. He was unstable as 
water, and Aquarius is typified by a man 
with a pitcher. It is then remarked ; he 
shall not excel, because he went up to his 
father's bed ; and we are thus reminded that 
he had lain with Bilhafa. The Oriental 
astronomers still designate a remarkable 
asterism in the sign of Aquarius by the 
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n^n^ of WK or $i4ha, (^ J^ pp. 
?,8. 

Titus wa> the ^t~t>ora of Ye^pasian; 
and from his suppos^ mi)dQf!Bi^ £eptl«-. 
ness, and moderation, is said to have been 
called "deltcis^ hu;nam genens:'' al^ of 
wjiicfa " i^lg ^m Kwfl tOi (tie popinieBC?i 
itaen^ of the Sud'4 coorae aAc^c ^e bm 
passed the winter solstice*** 

Ilie pnibaUe, or pqssible: reason, \^by 
Titu^ should be wstable a^ ifat^, I 
lament mj. inability to develop : { f^j 
tkerefore it mmt fffc the present continue 
in its piimeval obtcDritjr, a; I am alFajf 
onttilling to allsw my ini{ginatio;i to invent 
interpretations of the typical histQiicf^ 
events, when their meaning is wt appar 
rent. 

(EJip. , H 
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The identity of Titus with Aquarius, U 
however as clearly detuonstrable from his 
allegorical intimacy with Berenice, as that 
of Reuben with the same sign; froni his 
intimacy with Bilhah. 

If Bilhah be a star, so is Berenice. I 
shall only premise, that any word descrip- 
tive of the heavens, was commonly adopted 
as the name of a star. 

The word Bilhah is written rvhz; it is 
derived either from Va perturbation, as 
Bochart supposes, or from yta* moisture, 
water, as Sir William Drummond imagines. 
Ta either case it signifies the material hea- 
vens : if s from bra* it denotes the constant 
agitation of the air, and light, by which all 
the operations of nature are carried on : if 
from ^0. it refers to the origin of all 
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things, from the celebrated Hyle, (wXij) of 
the antients, or to the aerial fluid which was 
universally distributed through the heavens. 

The word Berenice is a compound. To 
understand it rightly, we must remember 
that we receive it from historians who were 
intimately acquiunted with the Greek lan- 
guage, and but very slightly with the He- 
brew. Nothing was more usual than to 
retain a primitive word, with a Gr^k 
termination. This was done in the present 
instance. m3 signifies pure, bright as the 
solar flame, whence na the pure setli^, the 
clear briglit matter of the heavens. As Jo- 
seplius, and others, had no knowledge of the 
original story, they reported that Titusj or 
Aquarius, was the lover of rrD; andhewas 
metaphorically-said to have conquered her. 
From tliis misapprehension, the name Bere- 
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nice was derived from rro. and vixAat, tii 
conquer. 

Berenice and Bilhah, thus being -words 
dquaUy descriptive of the heavebs, were 
used to denote the same star. I have not 
however sufficient confidence in names 
fdone ; and,sha11 thefefdre consider the his- 
toty ' of Titus's amour with Berenice as 
ttfibrding us much more satisfactory evi- 



He star Buiha, or Bilhah, vhich is in 
Aquarius, rises while the Sun is yet ia 
CapricorD) the domicile of Saturn, the star 
of Isra^ ; and it sets when Aquarius s^ts,. 
%faich according-to Sir William DrumttioDd, 
Explains that passage of Sctipture whidi 
asserts that Reuben went up to kit ftUhefs 
hed. Hie same circumstance, thodg^ not 
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so plainly related, seems to be intimated in 
the mysterious pages of Tacitus. 

Berenice, or Beroniee, was the mistress 
«f TitUs. But when Vespasian had been 
saluted emperor by his troops, and his 
friends began to assemble their forces in his 
cause, (by whidi* typical circutastaaces I 
understand tiie gradual increase of the Sua's 
power when in the sign Capricorn) Bero- 
aice, then beautiful, and young, united her 
aasistaaoe, and was metaphorically said to 
be very acceptable to the aged emperor. 
" Nee minore ammo, (says Tacitus, Hi^ 
Jib.3.§ 81.) regina Berenice partes juvabat* 
4orens aetate form&que, et seni quoque 
Vespa^no magnificentia munermn grata." 
If these words referred to real life, we coidd 
not avoid suspecting Beronice of too much 
fondness for power, or its possessor ; bat 
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we should be unjust to iodulge the suspw 
cioO' If however we consider the words as 
allegorical, we immediately see the pro- 
priety and simplicity of the historian's 
language. Berenice was attached to Vea* 
pasian» as a star to its constellation* 

Now Titus, though an admirable and 
excellent general, legislator, and em- 
peror, is reported to have been very profli- 
gate, when under the influence of his re- 
puted father. Combining all the circum- 
stances we have thus enumerated, I cannot - 
but believe that I have ascertained the 
astronoinical emblem concealed under this 
obscure history. We find that Berenice is 
Bilhah, the concubine of Vespasian, the 
paramour of Titus. Titus is the sign Aqua- 
rius, his mistress is the star Bulha,-r-the 
asterism of Capricorn, his supposed father. 
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Positive demonstration cannot be expected ; 
but I trust my reader will at l^t receive 
my conjecture, to assist him in his further 
progress in this interesting and curious dis- 
covery, that the eleventh C^sar is the 
eleventh sign of the Zodiac. 
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" KlBCHES has allotted the sign of 
Pisces to Simeon and Levi, but without 
giving any reason for the conjecture : I shall 
endeavor to supply the deficiency." 

Sir William Drummond then proceeds 
to 'shew from the following eight clauses, 
that Simeon and Levi are Pisces — 

Simeon and Levi are brethren^ 
Imtrumenta of cruelty are in Iheir habi- 
tatiom. 

O my und, come mt thou into their secret! 
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Viito 'their asstmUy, mine honor, bt not 
thou utiited f 
Fdi- in their anger they shw a flutn. 
And in tfttiir seif-will ihey digged down a 
Walt. ' 

Gurstd he t^ieir imger, f&r it was ^erce ■; 
'4*i their Urath, fir it mss crttel. 

I a^U divide them tto Jaiob, and seaH& 
■them in Israel, — CEd. Jud. p. 9> &c, 

it iis very eitraordlnary, but not Imb 
'tW16, that evefy one of 'thete dsasa m- 
-prtanis 8oUecirCb|»staiice is the ty^ioaMife 
'i^'DOmitiaa, as:rt4aited1>y the'Rteian.his- 
Idriaos. 

*ilmi^on' md Lebl are brethren.' " in 
Sie AMrologicsl Calendar, sit the 'first di$- 
gree of the first decan ^f Pisces, we find 
I'tbe iblloWing words, ' duo viri anatn capiJt 
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habentes/" The inference from these 
words, that Simeon and Levi are PisctSs, 
does not appear to me so plain as the em- 
blem in the Roman History, which con- 
nects Vespasian and Titus with Domitian, 
or Pisces, as uniting to form the winter 
quarter; for there can be Uttle doubt that 
the *' UDuin caput" infers to Vespasian. 

" Instruments of cruelty are in their haH" 
ttUions," that is, " all the constellations 
which are considered as noxious, are s^n 
above the horizon, while the Sun is in Pis- 
ces." And " the disappearance of this 
sign was the prelude of the Sun's entrance 
into the accursed Scorpio; for Pisces must 
descend before the latter rises." CEd.. Jud. 
p. 9* Are not the same circumstances re- 
ferred to, when Domitian is described as 
killing flies in his own house ; or as inviting 
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the senate to that pantomime of hoiror, 
which placed before them their names in- 
scribed on coffins collected in a banquetting 
rooni» bung round \fith black, where sol> 
diers with drawn swords, and other "in- 
struments of cruelty in their hands," rushed 
in to increase the terror of the affrighted 
^ests? The former incident Itnerely men- 
tibn to corroborate my hypothesis, for 
surely no Roman Emperor would be m 
reality engaged in killing flies ! 

** Oh my soul cwne not thou into Mdr 
secret." " I am inclined to think," . says 
Sir William Drummond, " that the word 
ID does not signify a secret^ but a bond, or 
shackle, which the Greek astronomers 
called sometimes x/wf, and* sometimes 
owSfv/uf," p. 10. I am at all times happy 
to express my admiration of my learned 
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£uide» and my deference to bis opinions ; 
^t I am particulariy happy on the present 
occasion, aft I think it will enable me to do 
to with peculiar effect atid advantage. Sir 
-William infarms us,' as I have before 
noticed, " that he is inclined to agree with 
Kircher, though be has not given the 
-fittest intinmticMi of a reason for what 
ib« ftsserts." 2 am delighted to have this 
KJppdrt^oity of fbllowhig his example ; and 
I therefore conless, in all humility, that J 
really agree with. Sir William Drammond, 
that the word . nb does not signify a secret, 
-hot a bond, or shackle; while if candidly 
acknowledge Z 'hat% not the afaadbw of a 
reason for so doing. 

'* Unto thHr assemblt/, none honor , be not 

. ' CEdipiM Judaimis, p. flO. 
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raUy supposed to refer to the imagined 
daughter of thie Shechemites. Six Williatd 
Drammond, however, translates ^em, 
" Let not the light of my star be united to 
their constellatioD.'' Headds» (pagelO) "it 
appears irom the Astrological Calendar, that 
the emblems accompanying the sign Pisces, 
were chiefly indicative of death, and vio* 
lence. How incomparably then have the 
Roman historians described this sign, in the 
cruel and vengeful life of the last Caesar I 
The murder of the Christians, for iif^ncs^ 
by Domitian, is as all^orical, cut that of 
the Shechemites by Simeon and Levi !" 

"For in their anger tkey slew a man*' 
That is, according to Sir WilHara Pnim- 
tnond, ** Jacob seems to attribute all the 
effects produced by the rising of Scorpius, 
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to the descent of Pisces. The death of 
Orion was attributed to the stiog of the 
Scorpion ;" and this we find is the man here 
alloded to. Domitian slew many men ; and 
if each death is typical of the setting of 
Orion, it clearly provesi that the Rodmn 
historians disguised one astronomical truth 
under a great variety of original and simi- 
lar emblems. 

" In their self-will tkey digged down a 
wall" Sir WilUam Drummofid's translation 
of this passage is indeed peculiar to himself: 
to use his own words, '* This interpretation, 
I cobceive to be -erroneous. I translate — 
in their self-will they castrated a bull." (Ed. 
Jud. p. 13. The death of this bull is the 
principal event in the allegorical life of 
Domitian. Bulls were used in agriculture, 
as well as in astronomy, and were called cul- 
tivaloi-s of the ground, and I have no 
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dovibt that Agricoila, who is said to have 
been killed by Domitian, was ia fact this 
very Bull, and that he received his name 
from his employment ; Agricola signifying 
a cultivator of the ground. 

Tacitus apparently found great difficulty 
in describing this singular emblem, with 
that delicacy he so studiously affected. He 
chose thei*for6 to represent it under the 
fictitious history of Agricola's death by poi- 
son — he evidently appears to labor under 
extreme perplexity, but has successfully 
overcome every obstacle* by veiling this 
emblem in most sublime obscurity. " Au- 
gebat miserationem constans rumor, veneno 
interceptum. Nobis nihil comperti affir- 
mare ^usim." Agric. Vit, Tacitus has 
undoubtedly brought into action all his 
mystical powere, to disguise the esoteric 
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doctrine tbrougbout the wbalQ of thi; e)(r 
oteric life 0f Agricol», His iqgfai^uitjr is 
indeed surprisifigi and has most Drpnder- 
fully succeeded. Many million^ ^VP. been 
deceived by that artful coniposition ; s^i \ 
have no doubt myself, that Tacitus knew 
l)0 niore of the reputed Agricola, than 
Joshua did of the leputed Moses ; aqd tb^t 
both historians and bath histories ho 
equally entitled to tliair claim <)f autheq-^ 
ticity and genuineness. 

" CurKi be tieir anger, fir H aaa fierce ; 
•nd thetr wrath, for it war cruel."— " It 
suffices to say, that both the Assyrians »nd 
Egyptians abstained from eating fyii, 
which they seem to have held in singutet 
aUionence.' CEd. Jud. p. 18t So indeed 
was Domitiao held in singular dread and 
abhorrence, as well as Simeon and l«vi; 
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there can be little doubt that both, for this 
veiy'satisfactoiy reason, are typical of the 
same sign. ' ' 

J mil divide them in Jacob, and scatter 
them in Israel. "We may observe that 
the two Zodiacal fishes neither rise, nor set 
together. We find, in some of the ancient 
Zodiacs, that one fish only is represented." 
CEd. Jud. p. 12. 

Thb explanation is certainly an admira- 
ble proof that Simeon and Levi were 
Pisces ; yet I think more decisive confirma- 
tion of the identity of Domitian with the 
same sign, will be found in the Roman 
Historians. If the twelve Patriarchs are 
the twelve signs, it is evident that Jacob 
and Israel must signify the heavens : the 
Csesars were descended from Tarquin, 

aSdip. ' I 
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which Mr. Bryaat has ^hewn to be the 
suae as Tarchon, or ^paxtav, the great 
serpent, which tjpified the heavens : when 
Simeon and Levi are scattered in Jacob, 
it evidently therefore means, they were 
scattered in the heavens ; if Domitian be 
an emblem of the same sign, he too will be 
represented in a similar manner; and I 
cannot but think this has been dope most 
ingeniously by those Historians who have 
related the mysterious and singular narra- 
tive of the Turbot 

This fish, which is said to have been so 
large, that it was deemed expedient to as- 
semble the senate to deliberate on its cook- 
ery, was caught at Ancon. (Juvenal Satire, 
iv, line 40.) This word is derived from An, a 
fountain, im. On, of the great Sun, or from 
Ttt< pn.rv- ^e fountain of the great Sun, is 
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evidently a, term for the sign Aries, in which 
the Sun recommences its course. I have re- 
ferred to the celestial globe, as Sir William 
Drummond recommends. And I there find 
one of the Zodiacal fishes actually situated 
close to ^e. head of the Ram, or at Ancon. 
lliis coincidence explains the whole story. 
The turbot is one Zodiacal Bsh, Domitian 
himself is unavoidably the other; they are 
both divided or scattered in the heavens ; 
and the road froiq Rome to the Adriatic, 
is the frwSiff-fwf, or fetter, which connected 
them together. 

Such are the coincidences, the traditions, 
and et3rmologies which will, I trust, con- 
vince the admirers of the CEdipus Judaicus, 
that the Roman Historians are as allegori- 
cal as the sacred writers, and that the 
events related in history contain as many 
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beautiful emblems as the narratives of 
Scripture. I shall cooclude by observing, 
almost Jo the very words of Sir William 
Drummond (p. 40.) : If the Roman Histo- 
rians, " meant to make no allusions to the 
signs of the Zodiac, it seems very strange 
tha,t we should find so many circumstances 
which seem directly to relate to them." 
This is an undoubted truth ; and we trust 
those who cannot refute our arguments, 
will at least regard them with candor and 
respect, and resign their antiquated preju- 
dices, to receive the "New light/' now 
thrown upon the dark records of Scripture 
and History. I cannot but hope that these 
truths, which have been so long concealed 
to be at length so fortunately recovered, will 
be duly appreciated, and extensively 
drculated. 
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I NOW fed it incumbent on me. Gen- 
tlemen, to state the motives which in- 
duced me to condescend to irony and 
banter, when the cause of Christianity is 
discussed. I well know that this mode of 
examining a quesUon is seldom justifiable, 
and generally meets with universal repre- 
hension. You will, however, be able to 
form for me a better apology than I can 
possibly submit to you, when you take into 
consideration the character and situation 
of the author, and the probable consequei}- 
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cea of that method of Scripture interpre- 
tation, proposed to us Id the CEdipus 
Judaicus. 

. Sir William Drummond has long been 
eminent among you as a classical scholar, 
and as an iugenious and elegant author. 
His translation of Fersius is admired by 
all, while his reported profound knowledge 
of the oriental languages can be appreciate 
ed by few. In his official situations, he 
has proved himself worthy of the confi- 
dence placed in him. He loves learning 
for its own sake. He possesses fortune, 
rank, influence, and authority ; his time is 
passed in enviable retirement, where he 
enjoys that most inestimable blessing, 
books to read, and time to read them. 
Few, very few, are favored with such 
. powers and opportuoities, of becoming an 
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orbament and strength to society : how 
much Sir WilHam Drummond has profited 
by these advantages, I must leave to the 
decision of others t on one pdmt there 
can be no difference of opinion. In pro- 
portion to the influence which these united 
excellencies must ever command, is the 
danger to be apprehended from their mis- 
application!. Splendid talent^ superior 
knowledge, the acquisitions of science, and 
the authority of rank, when betrayed into 
the service of infidelity are like the gold 
and the jewels, the beautiful ornaments, 
tlw bracelets and the earrings which the 
Israelites contributed to the formation of 
a golden calf. Learning, ingenuity, and 
talent, when opposed to Christianity, are 
like the perfect Venus, which the sculptor 
adorned with a long beard, to express the 
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atmost degree of possible deformity-'-4ifce 
the temples in Egypt described by Lucian : 
magnificent and imposing in their exterior, , 
but within, the anxious and curious spec- 
tator found only a reptile or a brute. 

Consider the object of Revelation. It 
was bestowed upon mankind by the 
. Supreme Being, for the same reason that 
wool was given to the lamb and strength 
to the lion, because it was essential to them, 
in that rank of creation in which God had 
placed them. Without Kevelation, man 
had been^ from the very beginning, of all 
animals the most savage, ignorant, misera- 
ble. Left to his unassisted reason, how 
could he have emerged from the condition 
of a brute, to the reGnements of taste, the 
elevations of science, the consolations of 
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religioD, and to the advantages and enjoy- 
ments of social life? Our common sense 
must coDTJoce us, that if fievdation were 
thus necessary, its first and chief object 
must be, to reveal in plain, clear, and simple 
language, the facts it authenticates, and 
the duties it prescribes. Since we shall 
live ~ in another, as well as in the present 
world, we may naturally expect that many 
things may be proposed in the sacred pages, 
which our finite reason cannot now com- 
prehiend, and which may therefore give 
rise to various contFoyersies, and divisioba 
c^opinioD: btitlit is no less evident, that 
the historical part of that Revelation 
must be intelligible to every reader; it 
must be literally interpteted, <»■ it ceases 
to be history* It mustcontain a connected 
series of fitctsj as itiie rground-'WOFk bf the 
doctrines and duties which it inculcates; 
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and from the plaiii unperverted meaning 
of the text, as it may be best ascertained 
from the opinion of , the Christian cfaurch> 
the analogy of faith, fair criticism, and 
sound learning, we deduce our hope of an 
hereafter, our behef in the subUme myste- 
ries of Redemption, and all the other 
important and venerated troths which hare 
b«en received, and sanctioned by the best 
and wisest, of every age and nation* 

But Sir WilHam Drummond has inform- 
ed us, that these reputed facts are astrono- 
mical emblems. Imagine him to be cor- 
rect in his assertion : what are the conse- 
quences ? The Deity' has, in that case, 
communicated either no Revelation to 
man, or a Revelation which discusses the 
squabbling of some unknown people, at 
some remote age, about the reform cf an 
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Almanac, and the alteration of a Calendar 
^-Inspiration becomes the dream of folly, 
superstition, and ignorance — ^The divine 
legation of Moses is levelled to that of 
Numa, Lycurgus, or Solon — ^The prophets 
are converted into enthusiasts or impostors 
— Christ himself, I can command my lan- 
guage, though not my .feelings, when I 
write it, is an astronomical emblem, the 
child in the arms of Virgo (CEd. Jud. p. 
377), Words have not sufficient weight or 
power, to describe the feelings of indigna- 
tation, contempt, and pity, excited by this 
passage. These poisoners of the springs of 
moral happiness, these enemies of the virtue 
and peace of man, seem not to have any 
thing themselves at stake, and pervert every 
talent in their endeavour to plunge others 
into a fearjul abyss of doubt and un- 
certainty—The narratiTes of Scripture, 



n,g -ccT'GoOgIc 



before Sir William Drunmiond's interpreta- 
tion, melt away, like the rainbow in the 
he&vens — Every proof of Our immortality 
and accountableness vanishes, " at one felt 
swoop"— The peculiar doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, the Trinity, the incarnation, and 
the atonement, cease to exist— Morality 
becomes a niatter of convenience, prin- 
ciple a dream ; the laws of God chimerical* 
the laws of man expedient — All in this 
]ife is coldness, selfishness, and vanity; and, 
at its close, oblivion and eternal sleep. Our 
fhiil bark is agitated some few years, the 
sport of every gale, on the stormy ocean o( 
life, to be consigned at last to the dark re* 
gicms of Night and Silence. 

But this uncertainty and doubt pro- 
dueed by Sir William Drummond's system, 
form but a small part of its innumei^ble 
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unhappy consequences. All that is dear 
to man, every hope of happiness in this 
world, as well as in that vhiqh is to come, 
is derived from the lateral interpreta- 
tion of the text of Scripture. . Shake but 
this foundation of our faith, and the whole 
fabric fells — man at once loses his strength 
and his support — misfortune has no refiige, 
sorrow no hope, affliction no friend — poverty 
has no consolation, and wealth no restraint 
—luxury may revel, passion indulge, profli- 
gacy reign uncontrolled, piety seek shelter 
in a mad-house, and pride alike forget 
God and despise man. Religion, that 
personal religion, I mean* which purifies the 
heart, and eJevates the soul, becomes at 
oncb useless and ridiculous. The promises, 
the threatenings, the anticipations, and' 
the precepts of Scripture, rest on- no 
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basis, and" excite no longer either hope or 
fear. 

Volumes might be filled with the detail 
of the fatal consequences to society, if the 
foundations of Christianity were thus re- 
moved : and in what terms ought the 
authors of so much misery to the whole 
race of man to be addressed ? The use of 
strong language is deemed inconsistent with 
candor and liberality : we are not per- 
mitted, even by the very customs of society, 
to exprras the indignation which as Cbrifr- 
tians we must so deeply feel. If the ftiends 
of Revelation are clergymen, they are at 
once stigmatized as servile, interested, bi- 
goted, venal, and suspicious advocates. 
" The weapons,*' says Sir William Drum- ' 
mond, " witb which they fight, are either 
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borrowed from the ahnory of heaven, or 
forged in the fires of hell." • If the friends 
of Revelation are laymen, they are ignorant 
and incompetent. Are we grave, we are 
denomipated dull. Are we serious and in 
earnest, we are declamatory and hypocri- 
tical. Have we recourse to argument, we 
are gravely told that our reasoning is anti- 
quated and our faith exploded. If we 
expostulate, we are pitied.- if severe, we 
are uncharitable, uncandid, or prejudiced. 
Truth is to be found with none but the 
impartial, the wise,, the learned infidel; wit^ 
whom is neither sophistry, prejudice, nor 
contradiction. Instead of the Scriptures, 
we are presented with broken Zodiacs, and 
iaW the lumber of Eastern vanity : when we 
object to such a substitute, we are derided,- 

' CEd. Jud. p. 112. 
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insisted, and despised. You will not be 
surprised, then, that I have condescended to 
irony ; that I have armed myself with that 
weapon which has been so long employed 
against the impregnate fortress of Chris- 
tianity, I have pressed nonsensical reason- 
ings to nonsensical conclusions. My ob- 
ject has been to shew, that the arguments 
of Sir William Drummond will apply with 
equal success to Scripture and to History: 
, I have chosen the ex<absurdo method of 
proving my position — it E^peared to be 
alike necessary, justifiable, and conclu- 
sive : it has enabled me to expose the 
danger and folly of resting any system on 
Coincidence, that fruitful parent of pal- 
mistry, physiognomy, craniolc^, astrology, 
and every other absurdity which has 
amused or astonished the world. 
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NOTE. 

Many writers, particulai^y Origen, have undoubtedly 
bdieved that some parts of the first books of Scripture 
were to be bnderstood in an atlegorical or mystical sense. 
L^fatfoot {vol. i. p. 373} asserts, that die uobeUeving and 
apostatized Jews oi^nated dte custom «S taming the 
Scriptures into allegory ; diough some suppose it was a 
practice of very ancient date, and others, Aat it was taken 
from tiie learned headiens, by many of tiie early fofliers. 
Phlo is said to have taught the art to CtemeoB of Alex- 
andria, who instradcd Origen. Oiigcn ezveQcd his mas- 
ter ; for he aometimea pleaded for a threefold sens^, as 
Augustine for a fourfold sense of many pasaagei. Vide 
Benson's Essay on the' Unity of Sense, printed at the end 
of Vol. IV. of Bishop Watson's Collection of Tracts. 
Jortin^a Remarks (m Ecc, History'; lightfoot'a Works, 
Vol. I. 8cc. &c. 

. EuaebiuB (Pnep. Evang. 1. 12. c. 1 1.) cites the phrase 
vmtd rwof eartfp^otts X^ou; Mifftuf, sectndum arcanoa 
■ensui Mosis. This eiW^^sj Xiyo;, however, referred 

(Edip, K 
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only to •piritotl or mortl infereitces deducible from fecti ; 
h had no reference whatever to astronomical emUem*, 
foiited into the text at sMneunknown period, and mis- 
taken ttom the nu»nent of their introdiiGtioD for real faii- 
tory. One of the most zealouj advocates for the mjrBtical 
■ense of Scripture, was Dr. Burnet. In bis cel^rated 
Archxelogia, p. 279, be observes, " duplex erat apud ve- 
teres, maiime orientales, Theologiam et Philosopfaiam 
tndendi modus, fiig/MoSiif, xal aW^^e;; alque duplici boc 
stylo, in rebus naturalibus explicandis, uti mibi videtus 
Scriptun sacra : quandoque sese accomrnDdans ad. popnii 

Captum, qiiamtoque- nil nrriiltinrum veiitatem." But even 

this author makes no attempt to change the Jacts of Scrip- 
tnr« into astronomical emblems, though bj &r the most 
speculative and fanciful wriler. of faia daj'. Neither did 
this author feel much regard for the opiuioDB of his coi^ 
temporaries, or the authority of other learned men. Many 
passages in his Archssologia are irreverently written, and 
•re hi^y objectionable. He oEEended the common sense 
of die Christian world, and dtus deprived himself of the 
very possibility of doing good, though an eminent scholar, 
and an exemplary and amiable mao. I shall meely add. 
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(hat SirWilliara Dnunmond's syst«n seems to be founded 
tm the aane sort of coiucidences, by ^e use of whicb 
Sumet, or an; other ingenious writer, .would be always 
sblt to iiBme a consislent hypothesis. 



Pfiitled bg A. J. Va^, Jbokt't Qmrt, Cktmctry lune. 
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